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| Knight of the Bath, & Ba- 
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| ward happinefſſle , with 
| peace or cCon'CIcnce n 


this lite,& everiaſing 
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come, 
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b, . a authoiis, Fln 
oneſt and ingenuous minde,to Ac- 
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ceiued profite,e> this 18 aSit were 
areward tothe author, Now ſce- 

ing bookes and writings are the 
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greateſt riches wehaue, being. the 
zſ]ae and ofpring of our beſt [iu- 
dies and deareſt endeauours. F 
could not but preſent to you the 
firſtfrutts of that tree whoſe plan- 
tation was cauſed by your owne 
hand, and the rather that Tmay 
giue ſome poore pledge ana obut- 
ous teſtimony of my thankfull 
commemoration CF acknowledge- 
ment of. ſuch fauours as baue bin 
on my part receiued from that no. 
ble perſonage who 1s now gathe- 
red to bis Fathers, as alſo for 
that fauour and countenance 
which ſtill I receiue from your 
ſelfe, I will not [Peake mach of bim 
whoſe owne workgs baue giuen 
teſtimony enough to the world,@) 
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DEDICATORY. 


@dded as to your Honour, ſo 
| bo zour comfort » Jet to free 
| my ſelfe from the aſpertion of Dixeris male « 
wnthankfulneſſe which 1s 4 ſune &Qa cunts, 


cum ingia- 


| of {omnes, and all the evills a man wmbom- 
| CanFpeakeof, Imuſtneeds ſay A = 
| ſomething of him, for the conſt.an- 
o K: and fidelity of whoſe loue, I re- 
ceiue full daily comfort: lealt ruſt- 
[y the world mioht | ſa zy of mee Ac- 
| oY ding to that inſcription which 
Scipio Africanus cauſed to bee 
ſet vpon bis Tombe when hee had 


done many fauours for Rome 65 


' \ #b Ingrat2Parri 
- afterwards was baniſht b J them, ads ia, 
Vuthankfull countrey that haſt not dem mea In- 
bes, Val.Max. 


> } ſo much as my bones. 1ea/the 
, world can teſtfie how profutable 
} he bath beene to Church © Com- 
{ ' monppealth , who from a louing 
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and noble: ambition tooke alwaies 
pleaſure and delight to be beneft- 
cialltoſuch asſiood in need of 
him; and that not after the man. 
ner of our ignoble benefattors im 
theſe dates, who profeſſe charity, 
in meane time the obiett dies, and 
this is toſet a diſh of meat pon 
a dead mans graue ; or elſe they 
doe good when they themſelues 
are departed, which howſoeuer it 
may comfort the ltuing yet addes 
no 105 to bimthat gaue it being 
dral. good workes being done 
after death wee carry the Lan- | 
thorne behinde vs, it may guide | 
and comfort the followers, but we 
ſee not what wee doe our ſelues: 
but god workes done in our life 
time 
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hank 1s to carry the Lanthorne 
before vs, whereby we admmiſler 
belpe to others, and to our owne 
confort þ bold it our ſelues, It 
hh aliſuſſice to Feake but in gene. 
rall. /. for ſhould I proceed ts the 
commend etith of bis particular 
vertues, I preſume L/h ould be an- 
{werec d a: be th 'at ſpent a long O 
ration in praiſe of "With. "th 
(Quis vituperault?/#Þ0 dijpraif. 
:b Hercules Yet I could na 
but breake his boxe of ſpikenars 
wherein bis good name was enbal 
med, that the perfume and ſw ee 
neſſe thereof migh [ ſom ewhat im. 
part tſelfe tothe world. conclud- 
mg my ſpeech of him: & þ nil;p of 
Hipparchus, hee died ſeafon.s. 
A 4 bly 
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bly for bimſelfe but to mee too 
ſoone: Let mee therefore returne 
pnto you moſi Noble Lord 
bearing the charatter &> impreſſe 
of all bis worthy partes,as though 
they came by ſucceſſion and inhe- 
ritance, beſeeching you to accept 
theſe my poore labours , though 
they be nothing equiualent to that 
maine debt f owe vnto yous Our 
acceptance 7 CrYaue eſpecially be- 
Cauſe 1 know in this world and 
Babcl of diſtraftion and confuſs- 
on of diuided mindes no man can 
pleaſe all, but ſome will preſume 
totaxe the whole world: but this 
Jhall be my comfort, that I haze 
euer found the beſtlearned and in. 
genuous,the moſd mode$t and gen- 
tl e 
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tle cenſurers of others: for which 
cauſe, I was moued and embolde- 
ned.toſbelter my ſelfe Tnder your 
religious and iuditions protetti- 
on, which may be to mee like the 
buckler of Aiax,toſheild me from 
the detrattion of many. And as 
Antimachus being forſaken of 
allbis auditors proceeded inread. 
ing his booke, becauſe Plato was 
left, eſteeming bim to ouervalue 
them all:ſo if many ſhall diſdaine, 
and retett my labours, yet if it 
pleaſe you tO approue like them, 
it ſhall adminifter comfort and 
encouragement to me: as for ſuch 

as want both learning and chari- 

ty to tudge arrght, or to iudge in 

foue, I paſse not, if they vſ. e the 
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of their owne natiue 
5s, Twill reſolue as in 
breeds as T baue little hope | 
ro obtaine their fauour (0 care 
little for their frowne, envy may 
diſdaine, draw blonde it cannot. 
Thus being as confident of your 
fauour, as l am certaine of the PN- 
conſtancy of the me$t, I leaue y0u 
and all yours to the bleſſed and 
proſperous proteFiion of the All. 


mighty, and remaine 


Your Lordſhipps 


euer to command | 
inthe Lord 


Richard Truman, 


To the Reader. 


Hriſftian Readey , It was the 


4 ſaying of Solomon,the wiſeſ? 
- Prince that ever raigned. 
p Wichhold not good from them to Prov.z.23. 
/ whom itis due, when it is inthe 
| } power ofthine hand to doe it 4nd 
. them I take to bee the owners of any 


good that land in need of the ſame; 
few or none there be, to whom airec- 
tion may not bee profitable in their 
demranure, but tofome more then to 
others; therefore as the Almanacks 
of Prognofticators are written eſþe- 
cially for the climate wherein they 
awwell, ſo my publiſhing this diſcourſe 
#,chiefly for my owne countries ſake: 
for amongſt the manifold cauſes of 
phe aurmentation and increaſe of fin 


#houeh 
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To the Reader... 


though it be nat ſo ſerionſly adviſed 
and oes, yet doabtleſſe the 
want of diſcountenancing and rebu- 
ki nets one reaſon, why it flvu- 
riſberk ſo much in the moſt: andin 
regard there is one kinde of people, 
5 offend by connivency and ſilence 
when they ſee ſin commuted. 1 haue 
endexvoured to put ſome life & Feat 
#nto them by flirring them wp to this 
duty: alſo beholding on the other fide 
« Hirange extreame namely a gener a- 
#10n of ptople too induſtrious and in- 
gennou in reproumg others,who are 
rough and tetricall ſpirits, that who- 
ſetuer is not in every point as preciſe 
45 themſelues, they account them as 
dogs and ſwine men of vncleane and 
prophane diſpoſitions, onworthy any 
account or countenance; yet theſe men 
for want of wiſdome & diſcretion in 
their beheviour ave more miſchiefe 
through s raſh unaduiſedneſſe and 
want of powerment then they can be: 
wefit by reprehenſions; therefore 7 
hane 
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To the Reader. 


haue performed the beſt 1 can, that 1vgy Wh, 


like Sampſons ridale, out of thi(c_ 
devourers and Lyons, 1 might bring 


forth that which may be for meat & 


ſweetneſſe in the diſcovery of this 
port, Wherem 1 haue laid downe 
1. hat it is to reproge fin. 211, How 
or after what maner we maſt doe it. 
2'Y, Thane wrged the duty it [effe by 
way of #nſtr uttion & reproofe. 4), 1s 
ſet downe ' Arguments or Motiwes 
thereunto. Many there are that heue 
briefly diſcourſed wpon this fubiett, 
and 1 muſt needs conſeſſe ,my poucr- 
ty hath conftrained me to glean ſome 
Co ofeares', which I haue found 
ſcattered here and therein the fields 
of ſome of them, For which 1 hope #0 
wiſe and indicious reader will thinke 
the worſe of my panes: for as the [þi- 
ders web is not to bee efleemed the 
rwore becauſe it is wouren out of her 
owne bowels; ſo neither i the howy of 
the Bee the leſſeſes by, becauſe it is 
ſuckt from arvers flowres, But bow- 
ſocucy 


© 1 A ee A, 


- Tothe / : 


foeever it finde acceptance, 1 bane ad- 
ventaredto offer this poore mite of 
my penurie , among fi the Talents, | 
which others ont of their plenty haue 
caſt into the offerings of God, yea 
whilft many worthy and learned men 
lay wp their Talents in obſcaritie, 7 
haxe rather choſen to pus my little 
20 employment , for the benefit of 0- 
thers, then in a ſullen diſdaine to 
hord vp much for my ſelfe. 1 confe 1/lG 
my firit tudies vpon this point , and 
this impotent worke, lke the Cripple 
at the poole of Betheſda, had kent its 
owne couch till death , had not [01e 
Angell rroubled the water , anaput 
it in, #0 make it poe abroad; ; and the 
rather becauſe 1 knewe my ſeift un 
fit &+ vnworthy to handle this pount 
being not ſo apt to gine,or receiue in» | 
Fruction as | ſhould. Take this there» | 
fore,as atvken of what 1 deſire, and | 
ſhall ftirine to be, not what lam: if 
thou can(t get any ,g00d by mee , bleſ7e 
God,and 1 will follow thee ſo fait as I 
(4 
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To the þ 


can, But leaſt 1ſhould make my wri- 
ting like the Citie of Mindus , with 
4 faire and large gate, andthe caifice 
but poore and little, Ileaut both it 
and thee to the ble fleng of him , who 
alone giues increaſe of grace to all 
Our go0d endeavours. 


Thine inthe Lord 
Richard Truman, 
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CHAP. 1. 


HE CApotle St 
Paul writing to the 
A Philippians, cxhort- 
5 cththem ſo to carry Phvl.2. 15, 
) themſelues, that they 
ſhould be blamele/Je 
and harmeleſſe, the ſonnes of God, 
without rebuke , in the midſt of a 
crooked «nd peruerſe nation,emong [t 
whom ſaith h: , yee ſhine 4s lights 1m 
the world. Now as in that place the 
Apoſtle would haue the Philipprans 
imitate thoſe heauenly bodies in 
their light and influence , ſo hee 
ſlures vp the Epheſians to imitate 
B thetr 
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thcir motion : and therefore as the 
P/ancts carried about by the ſway of 
the Heavens doe notwithſtanding 
keeta proper courle to them- 
ſclucs: fo he admoniſheth all chriſt- 
ans , thatthough in common and 
naturall courſes, they cannot but be 
carried by the ſway of the world; 
yet he vrgeth them to hauc a peculi- 
ar and proper motion of grace and 
poodneſle,contrary to the courle of 
worldlings, and not to participate 
with the wicked in evill doing , but 
rather reproue their cuill manners. 
Epl.S.1l> Tawe no fellowſhip with the vnf# uit- 
Wharit iszo fall yarkes of omg; but reproue 
reprouce. tfhemrather: Now trom this place 
Dogeneves and alſo we may brictly lecthe nature of 
©n05 tiaor argu. TEPLOOIE , Or what it 5 tO reproue, 
WYrg, The word 4ai/zgls, which commonly | 


Apparct virtue « R 
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Oud. s Reproue , fſigniheth properly to 
Ipſum peccom 
deks,coms IE rolight oxmake mantteſt , as 


vero [uce vite Calum & other Expolitors on that 


wrwnu Muſe place oblerue, Now that is done 
WO 
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c two waies, cither by our words, or 
: by our workes, by an holy contradt. 
s ion in words,and by an heanenly 


4 Ccontrariety of practite, So that io 
4 | reproue, is nothing elle bur ro diſ- 
L cover and [ay open to our brethren 
k their faults, together with our owne 


; di{|ike of the ſame, that they nay a- 

1 mend them, 
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How we muſt reproue. 


Three things required 
im Keproofe 


f |: Hat this Chriſtian duty may Three cequi- 


be performed to the honour fires in re- 
provtcy 
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of God, and the good doth 
þ ofthereprouer and reproued,there 
are three things very requiſite and 
neceſlary,in all our reprehenſjons. Ic 
is a common ſaying, cucry good 
Phyſitian muſt baue three proper- 

B 2 ties, 
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ties. An Eagles cye , a Ladies hand, 
and a Lyons heart, Now theſe three 
may (erue asa fit Embleme, of three 
vertues,and lifter graces, herein re- 
quired, 1";ſdome, Gentleneſſe, and 
(onrage, 
Fryſt requiſite is wiſdome, 
Firſt requiite The firſtthing required in our re- 
wildowe,”  proofe,is weſdome , & that requires 
n wildome a __ 
precedent and 2 double qualification one prece- 
preſent dipo- dent, before our reproote, the other 
——_— preſent in the ation of our reproofe 
it ſelte: the precedent condition 
ſtands likewiſe inewo things, firſt m 
the knowledge of the fault, Second- 
ly,in Authority to reproue,betore 
wetake it vpon vs, 
Firſt precedent property of wiſ- 
aom: is knowledee. 
Firſt prece- If we will reproue in ;wiſdome, 
dent property then fr(t we muſt be {ure . Wee haue 
et wildome 5 knowledge of the fault committed, 
knowledge of | : : 
the faul, anddriuethcnaylcin a ſure place. 
Ie mutt bee made manifeſt by the 
light, and] then we muſt reproue it 
TiC 
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the fault muſt not be controuerted, 
or litigious , vpon fuſpitious ſurmi- 
ſes,and flying reports of others, tor 
ſo we may looſe our labour and 
triendat once, but if we doe ment16 
a fault ypon preſumptions and pro- 
babilities, from the reports of others 
then lct our reproote be Hypothe- 
ticall,that it the offence reported of 
be not true, then they ghat told vs 
may beare our ſhame ; but the late it 
courle wall be to ſtop our eares,and 
deny every odious report the e!1- 
rrance, and of a certaintic to knowe 
before wee belecue or reprehend, 
Thus the Lord himſfelte aduiſeth vs 
Thos ſhalt enquire and make [earch , 
and aike diligently , and behold if it 
be truth and th: thing certaine that 


ſuch abominatio us wrought among [4 


HS 
yon; and then according to equity 


we may procecd to correction and 
reprooke, Yea when God was to 
deale with as ſpurious a people ,as 
the carth did beare, the ſonnesand 
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daughters of whoredome and vn- 
cleanneflc it ſelfe, namely the S94o- 
mites,the cry of whole ſinnes pear- 
ced the heauens for vengeance, yet 
he would not deſtroy them varill he 
came downe ( asit were from hea- 
Gen.18.20.21 yen Jand perceiued chat the clamour 
"IPG of their {mnes was iuſt againſt them. 
minomis Almighty God that knowerh all 
ſciem,cur ante things , ſecemeth to doubr of ſome 
ns abies thing before proofe bee made, for 
Sfvt gravits- what cauſe? but to e11e vs an exam- 
ti nobicexem- ple of grauitic,not to be light of be- 
gone ou pm” liote,or reproofe,in conceiuing evill 
num ant pre- of others, before we [ce things plain 
Jumanu quam 1g proved: and indeed it is as greata 
Popere:61%% finne;in this kind,to puniſh any man 
mar. lib.29 6,23 J OP Y 
Xqua miquitas that is not guilty , as not to reproue 
Omen when we behold a fault worthy re- 
punire noceutes, Prehenſion, But herein many men 
Ber, doe much miſchiete ro themſclues 
and others, who will take occaſhon 
vpon any fi:fpitions and rumours, 
even from men of hoſlile and tray- 
ecrous diſpoſitions to controle and 
CON- 
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condemne others - orit they want 
an author for their aſpertion , then 
they broach adulterate and peſti. 
lent gloſſes, hammered onely trom 
the forge of their own falſhood, yea 
many will reproue and ſpeake ill of 
others having no more , in truth, to 
ſpeake againit them, then the chzefe 
Priefs.and Officers had to ſay a- 
gainſt our S479 Chrift wnto Pi- 
latetf he were not an evill aver, wee 
would not haue aelinered him wp 
vnto thee. Theirbare acclamation 
& clamyour muſt be grofid enough, 


cyen tothe deſtruction and ruine of 


others, theſe are like vnto the Lon, 
that ſIcepes (with his etes open,they 
will ſeeme to the world, as if they 
knewe all things, whereas indeed 
they ſee nothing at all,and this q a+ 
lity in many breeds nothing elle , 
but diflention and contronerſics, 
warres and rumours of warre, in 
good ſocieties, ind a well eouerned 
Common-weale , yea amongſt ma» 


+ ny 
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A Chriftian 
ny,it breakes the very neck-bone of 
loucand amity , which can ncuer be 
ſctagaine. Iris good therefore for 
vsnot to let fly our bullet of re- 
proofe, inthe facc of any , but a- 
gain(t finne,which is perſpicuous & 
evident; lea(t miſchicfe & diſhonour 
cauſe that head-ſirong and furious 
buller, which wee ſhot into the ad- 
verſe campe, to retort to the deſtru- 
tion of our (clues; yea it is farre bet- 
ter to coucr a fault when it is com- 
mitted, then vpon vncertaintics to 
reprouec it, or to extend it when it is 
made knowne, 

Second Antecedent required in 
wiſaome,ts Anthority. 

ſheond pa Seconaly , wi/dome requiresthat 

ey ofwiddome before we reprouc , we ſhould haue 

3s to hweau- authority therevnto,aſter thc know- 


thority, Pub- < _—_— OS 
inde mthorig, ledge ofthe fault. Now auchoritic 


This 1s 3£+ci« 15 either publike or priuate, publike 


peteſis abs* authority is from the word, & from 
H, 


the ſword, and belong euher to the 


Miniſter or Magiſtzate, tlicle as S* 
Paul 
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proofe, it is a publike debt wee owe 
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Pau! aduiſcth Titms, may ſpeake ex- Tn.2.15. 


hort, and rebuke with all authority, 
Yea as the Lord faith to /oſbuz, and 


Abſ{olon to his ſeruants, they muſt 1,q , , 
be couragious and doe ic becauſe 2.5m, 13. 28, 


God commandes them to {trike tn. 


Priuate authority pertaineth to cve- a rus nate au 


L "1313 


ry chriſtian in his ſeuerail place to 
vic this duty of loue, gouerning 
himſelic with cautious, and due con- 
{iderations:but here we muſt know, 
that every man 1s not bound to re- 
proue, being but a priuate man, but 
when conueniencie doth offer it 
ſel'c, for wee arc bound to reproue, 
as to giue almes, now wee are not 
bound in giuing almes, alwaics to 
ſecke out perſons to whom we may 
giue, becauſe wee thall commonly 
tinde enough obiets of pirty with- 
out ſeeking tor them, and then if we 
adminiſter comfort and helpe to 
thoſe wee meete, we haue done our 
duties: thus maſt wee doc in our re- 


to 
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to all men, and therefore if wee be | 
but priuate men, it is not required 
of vs to enquire after,and ſearch our 
the faultes of others, to reprehend | 
them, but it wee ſeaſonably rC- 
prouc them as oft as we meet with 
them, wee haue pertormed as much 
as God requiresat our handes, In- 
deed every man in his owne familie 
15a publike man, and may exerciſe 
his power, but a man hath no pecu- 
liar charge ouer others, without he 
ſces a milde and friendly reproote 
may take place: as for himthat will 
take vpon him to reproue hee 
knowes not whom, in an abrupt and 
vnſcemely manner, perſormes hee 
knowes not what, and his action js 
ſtrained,as if a 7»/rce of peace ſhould 
looke for as much authority in ano- 
cher country, as he can challenge ar 
home. The beſt reproofe in this 
kinde, is our difſike, and reſolution 
on the contrary, with loſhaa, 1 and 
my houſe will ſerue the Lord;or — 
LC 
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be | the Prophet Danid, 1 will not fit or 


remaine with the wicked, thatat 
leaſt, if we cannot better them, wee 


Plal, 26, 5. 
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may keepe our {clues from infect aebo, 


on. But here may be repoued many 
reprouers, and men of dogged na- 
rures, yea not only ſo in themlclues, 
but ſuchas bring vp curresto their 
owne handes, and ſend them fawn- 
ing about, to {mell out the faults of 
others, thatthey themſelues may 
follow ſent the better, Fooliſh and 
diſtempered braines they are,taking 
vpon them, to reproue and correct 
their betters, hauing neither auctho- 
rity nor calling to reproue,nor bleſ- 
fing and tin concluſion, but 
rather diſaduantage and dammage 
themſelues, by their vnaduiſed car- 
riage. Theſe may rightly be com- 
pared tothe Pelican, that findin 

a fire neere her neſt, and fearing leaf 
her young ones ſhould be burnt, ſhe 
firmes ſomuchro blow it out, and 
to extinguith it with her wages 
eat 


— 


', 
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that at length ſhe burnes her ſelte & 
her young ones by her foolitÞ pity: 
thus many vnaduiſedly medling 
with the {innes of others proue fo 
farre from helping them, that they | 
rather fire their owne winges, thea | 
quench the flame and hear of {inne 
inothers. Therefore ir is requiſite, 
thathethat will reprouc, haue a 
commiſſion and authority to coun» 
renance his action, tor deiect in this 
kinde , makes men contemned and 
reſiſted. The ſonnes'of Sceua fee- 
med to take vpon them a matter of 
great charity and conſequence, in 
Caſting our diuells, in the name of 
Jeſus, but the diuells knowing they 
had no authority, for 4»y [uch a&;- 
AR.ts, 16, P,7fiſted them , leapt vpon them 
and prexailed againſt them, /o that 
they fled away naked and wounded, 
Thus /zz4 hauing no warrant for 
1.Cht13-949 Qaying the tottering CArie loſt his 
life for it, And thus ten often times | 
1.Per,4.r5; fuffer as buſibodics in other mens 
matters 
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matters, Better it is therefore to be 
ſilent till wee hauea calling to re- 
proue, & to take S. Paz!s counſell, 

To ſtudie to be quiet , and to meddle * 
with our owne buſineſſe. 

Preſent quali ficat zon of w1/- 

dome in reproofe. 

Afcer wee haue ſearched into the preſent Quai. 
knowledge of the fault of another, lificationot 
andour owne authority to reproue 
him; which are the two maine pil- conſis, 
lars, vpon whom the foundation 
Nandeth, itls very neceſlary wee 
looke into the preſent qualification 
of wiſdome : and that conſiſts in 
conſideration of three circumſtan- 
ces. I, the Perſon whom weeTe- j,, thinges, 
proue. 2!y the P/ace where wee re- 
proue. 3)! the Time when wee re- 
prouc. In the Perſon we mult cons 
ſider, 1 1s dilpofition by nature. 2! y Three things 
what his offences are, and thereafter —_— wie 
temper our reproofes. 3y wee muſt ,,. a—_ 
know, what he is inplace, and out- 


ward conditionamong(t men, 
Firſt 


1.TheC.q.in, 
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In the perſon 
: Conlider his 
arurall recm- 


pc. 


 Fiſtwee muſt conſider of what 
temper and conſtitution hce is of, 
whom wee hauc to deale with, and 
{o demeane our ſelues in ourre- 
proofe; for all men are not to bee 
handled alike, becauſe all arenor 
qualified alike, Some arc like 
Thornes ((aitha moderne diuine) 
which being eahly touched hurt 
not;burt if hard and vnwarily, they 
fetch blood of the handes; others as 
Nettles, which it they bee nicely 
handled ſting and pricke, bur if 
hardly and roughly they are pulled 
vp without harme, thercfore, be- 
fore we take any man in hand , wee 
mult know whether he be a Thorne 
oraNettle, whether hee be of an 
harſh or mild diſpoſition, for many 
wee ſhall finde, that the more they 
are borne withall, the more outragi- 
ous they grow; which being ſtriQ- 
ly handled, may bee reformed and 
reclaimed whereas all the faire 


meanes, and good wordes a man 
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can vie will no whit better them; 
others there are of another minde, 
more ſtout hearted and manly,who 
innohand will bee reclaimed by 
harſh courſesandill languages, Þuc 
arclike the /ndjan Lama, abealt 
that will performe more for intrea- 
tie, then a multitude of ſtripes, and 
anod,or gentle admonition to the, 
(asSalomoniaith of a wiſe man)will 
doe more good, then an hundred 
firipes wpon the backe of a foaole, Prov.17.10, 
Vith ſuch kinde of men wee muſt 
deale, as a «*kilfull Cooke, inroſting 
his meat, who that it may not burne, 
at firſt layes ita good way from the 
fice, for alittle fire and aſmall hear 
ſooner openeth the pores, & heats 
tothe bone, by reaſon of the little 
reſiſtance; then if it wereat firſt pur 
ncereto the fire, which by reaſon 
of that oppoſition & contrarictic of 
qualities, would ſhut the pores and 
ſoquickly burne the meat- Thus 
\yþen WCC are tO reProue men of this' 
; quality 


quality, its better to doe ir by little | 
and little, leaſt an ouer violent re-; |; 
prodfe cauſes rather an oppoſition, | 1 
then a capatious and pliable yeeld-} * 
ing. It 1s not amiſle to vic both | | 
kindes, as wile ſouldicrs ſtriving to | 
winnea Czie, who lometimes goc 
forward with open and violent bat- 
teries, and ſome times by prudent 
policic; according as they ſce the 
condition of the {tate they oppoſe. 
Yea let vs confider with S.Pawl and 
know whether wee ſhould come ts 
them with a 104, oy in loue, and in 
1.Cor.4.21. the ſþarit of meekenefſe, which mult 
bee done vpon conf:deration of the 
nature and quality of the reproued, 
ay his courſe Secondly , wee muſt conſider a- 
ot life, monegſt men that haue committed 
faules, worthy reproote, the gene- 
rall courſe of their liues , whether 
they be leſſe or greater offenders, & 
ſo temper our rebukes, Thus Mo» 
ſes giues vs an example, in reproue | 
iog men of both conditions; _ | 
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he ſaw the Hebrew and the eAfgyp- 
tian fight, hee preſently drew bis 
ſword and flew the eAfgyptran; bur 
when he {aw the two Hebrewes con- 
tend, lie ſaid to him that did the 
wrong, wherefore ſmiteſ{ thou thy 
fellow? Thus wee mult giue every 
man his proper portion, nor caſting 
pearles toſwine, nor yet giuing the 
true child a Serpent for a fiſh. Firft ; pow ©» 

ſome arc new borne babes inChri/{s handle weake 
Church, & muſt be fed with milke; py moe 

yea with the hony and the hony- 1 Cor.3.2, 
combe of the Goſpell of peace and 

mercy,leaſt they ſwallowing down 

rhe great morſclls of miſery from 

the Lambe of God, being netable 

to digeſt them, together with them 

they caſt vp their good and whol- 

ſome nouriſhment; and here wee 

may quickly breake.s the bruiſed 1, ,. - 

r cede, and quench the ſmaking flaxe: 

of theſe therefore we muſt have com-.,, 14,1 «- 
peflon making 4 difference, Others deale with 
thereare in the ſecond place , _ ors ny ” 
ar > Way 


x64 2.12.13, 


Mar.7.6, 
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arc in part reclaimed and haue re- 
pened of their fault , or there are in 


— —— — _ 
—— ——— 


them manuteſt {ignes of ſpeedy a- | 


mendment, now here there is no 

_ plaeelelt for reproofe,but loue muff 

1 Pct.4.5.  coucr «multitude of finnes: and in- 

deed he that cannot wiſely accord- 

ingto time and place digeſt and 

winke at (inall faults, when there are 

inci di. rucand ſtronge probabilities of a- 

ſaualare neſt rnendment, from the party offend- 

wpera:'e ing, is vnhie to be a reprouer#ſufhici- 

ent itis to ſuch men to haue borne 

the ſhame and correction of their 

former iniquitics, as S. Paw/ſpeakes 

of the inceitious perſon, whom hee 

r_ ;; would haue the Corznthians to re- 

& conſolamini Proue no more tor his (inne, leaſt he 

um: ideſt, ua ſhould be ſwallowed vp with over- 
wanc elate Hans” ey 

ponpadie- UC! heauinefle 3 but.concrariwiſe 

noſcenduw, & he exhorts them to forgiue him and 

provpun comfort him, and that with as much 

aa ebiurcax- Willingneſſe and freedome, as firſt 

rung they were forward to correct him 

i 1:2 andcaſt him oucof the Church = 

To 
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his offence. Burt heretna many are 

exceedingly ouerſeenewho thovg]: 

they percciue ſome good alteration 

and change, inthe life or manners 

of a friend or brother, yet they doe 

ſo ply him with continuall reprofes; 

that they rather hurtthen helpe; 8 

through too much curiofity and 

ſtrinefle, ſpoyle where they mighe 

ſcaſonably better : thelc are like to 

pelles Prentice, who coueting to 

mend the noſe marred the checke: _ 

or likethe fooliſh Dzer, who neuer .- vi 6 ie 

thinkes his cloath blacke, ul ic bee & jam emen- 

burnt, yea ſometimes they rub ypon 43te cnmgwe. 

an old fore , which hath beene hea- - gy 

led long agoe,and ſo moſt vnmerci- Noceutespuaire 

tully exceeding in puniſhmene the fuge ia ini 

nature ofthe offence, with much vn- quizas eft,in 

iutice punith euen innocency it- quran am 

ſelte, and for want of indgement in {29 "54 
: <, deliflum, in 

handling men of a good and traCta- raztum ino- 

ble nature, they neuer leaue till they A. 

haue brought a good beginning tO reproue grea« 

aneuill end. Thidly ifthey that fin ter watckaQ; 

". a. mm 
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be greater offenders , and ſuch as. 


continue in ſinne daily and are more 
hardly reclaimed, thenas S, Paul 
aduiſcth Tizwothie, 2 Tim, 4. 2.76- | 
prone rebuke , noting that it a bare | 
reprooke will not ſerue,then we may 


dealemorc roughly with him : for * 
good wordes and forbearance rh 


ſuch is like a too haſtie ſalucing and 
Skinning ouer a ſore, the felter 
whereof breaketh out againe with 
more rage and danger:and as Thun- 
der and lighrenmg doc more purt- 
fie the aire , then the calmeſt Sun- 
ſhine, ſo the terrours of the law, and 
a ſharpe cenſure doe more better 
men of this condition, then milde & 
pleaſant ſpeeches: here if wee deale 
with too much clemency, wee doe 
but only thake the ſheaues of (i nne,, 
and lappe the branches of iniquity,” 
and leaue the tree like thar which 


Danicl 4. 15, Daniel \peakes of, with the ſtumpe 


and rootes in the pround, which in 
time will bring torch fruic againe, 


it, 


W 


CM enmranaum, 7c. 


it is better to lay theAxcto the root 
of the tree, & to cut away all which 
God hath not planted, andit they 
will not be reclaimed by taire means 
to rebuke them ſhaxpely that they 


may be ſound in the faith, God hath Ti,,.1;; 


made cuery man in this kinde hs 
brothers keeper,and a fifher of men, 
therefore it behoues vs to doe like 
Skilſull 6ſhers, who fhfh not tor all 
kinde of fiſh after one manner;when 
they angle they are priuate and (hlI, 
caſt they fright away the fiſh: bur 
when they ſet their nets to catch, 
then they plunge & beat the riuers, 
and witha great clamour and noiſe 
they drive hſh by torce into their 
nets:{o whe we come to catch ſome 
ſoules with the hooke of reproofe, 
we muſt fiſh priuately ſecretly and 
concealedly; alſo when wee fithto 
catch others wee muſt doe it 9magno 
Pn with many great outcries 


and noiſes, that wee may compel «614 23. 


them to come in,as Peter at one time 


C3 fiſhing 
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fAſhing droue three thou ſand ſoules 
into his net: otherwiſe the want of | 
a little labour may daſh all our fore | 
mer hope and furure fucceſſe; they | 
therefore , they that goe not | 
through- ſtiech in their reproofes, & 
handle not greater malctaQtors 
with greater ſeuerity,may doe them 
ſome good tor the preſent, but not 
tothe faucing of their ſoules : theſe 
dealc like a faint hearted and faith- 
lefle Fhyſition, who by ſparing of 
an ounce or two of corrupt blood, 
which was betcerour then in, they 
leauethat behinde that taints 8 in- 
feats the whole body againe: It is 
better thereforenotto {pare the of. 
fence ofa mans perſon, thento ſuf- 
fer ſoulc and body to bee deſtroied 
by ſinne, atthe day of judgement, 


ay What per- Fourthly and laſtly, it wee fee that | 


ſons are not 
tobee repro- 
ved 
Proy.27.32, 


2. Sam, 2.12, 


thoſe wee reproue are vhcorrigible, 
& will not be bettered by reproofe, 
but harden their hearts againſt in- | 
ſtuRion;it they be the /onnes of, -, 


a 


WA 
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the ſonnes of Belial, pait hope of a- 
mendment,it they be open and ma- 
nifeſt contemners of religion, ſcorn- 
ing and hating to be reproucd, as 
ſome there be, whom a man can no 
ſooner reduce fro fin by reproofe, 
then they may take a Lex#athan in 
the maine Ocean with a net, then 
we may giuethem ouer as Chri# 
gaue ouer theSeribes, Les 1h? falfill Mac. 23. 3. 
the meaſure of their owne wretched 
choice: and he that is vniuſt let him perear, perdar, 
be vniuſt ſtill, and hee that is filthy proſuader. 
let him be filthy ſtill: for eo in (tru 
and admoniſh this peruerſe gene- 
ration of men, is butto caſt pearles yy 6. 
before ſmine,who will trample thens 
wnaer their feete, like dopgs turne 
avaine, andall to xent you , theic 
menare likevnro the milke of the 
Tyereſ/e, the more faltis throwne 
into it, the freſher it is, ſuch whelpcs 
are they of that monſter, that the 
more reproofe they haue to ſeaſon 
them, the freſher their ſinnes arc in 
: C 4 them 
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Prov.rs.12. 


Prov,g.7. 


them: and wee ſhall cuer finde that 
thoſe that are bent vpon villanic, 
with a full intent and refolution, arc 
made more violent by diſſuaſion; as 
a (trong ſireame becing reſiſted by 
floodgates,will ſwell ouer the banks 
& as he that caſteth a ſtone againſt 
a marble pillar, doth nor breake the 
marble, but in regard of the vehe- 
ment repetcuſſion brings danger 
vpon himſelfe;thus he that reprou. 
eth an Adamantine and hardned 
heart ſhall for the ſeed that he hath 
ſowne of whoiſome reproofe,in this 
vnprofitable and curſed ground, 
reape nothing for his paines, but the 
weedes and thornes of mockes and 


reproaches. For a ſcorer loueth rot * 


one that reproueth him, And hee 


that ' reproveth a ſcorner getteth 


himſilfe ſhame, and he that rebuketh 
awicked man getteth himſelf a blot: 
better therefore is it to be (lent, then 
eo ſtirre vpHoynrers about our cares, 
and 'to thruſt our handes into a 


waſpes ncſt, Thirdly 
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Thirdly and la{tly, wiſdome re. 3- Wiſdome is 
quires that our reprovſe be ordered 0 comſue 
with an aduiſed conſideration of quality ot him 
che outward quality and condition —— 
ofthem we reproue, with areſpect ,t,uc nies 
to their place and age , as it they be rours, 
our inferiours,cſpecial ly ſuch as any 
way haucrelationto vs, or depen» 
dency vponvs, then wee may doe it 
with more freedome and authority, 


If they be our equalls , then not by , 


2. Fquals, 
Par 4 prrem 


an imperiqus command but by a no babe impe- 


louing and friendly commonition, _ 

ia COM. 
and aduertiſement , that wee may moxe/atioce 
bring them into the right way, But /<ciluwils mn 
it they be our ſuperiours in place & HH 
age,or either waies, then wee mult is (.7um..5. 
carry our {-Jues with reuerent and 3- >vperiours, 
ſubmiſſe ex hortations,according to 
that of S* Paul ro TimIthie , Rebule 
not an elder bat entreat bins as 4 fa- 
ther, cl pecially it he bec a Presbyre- 
riall E/aer and a Father mn Gods 
Church , that revealeth the myſte- 
rics of God to his people,here mult 
a 


1.1im. 5.1, 
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Hol. 4.4, 


Gen. 9- 22, 


a ſingular care bce taken in goucr- 
ning our tongues in reproote and 
reprehenſion. But as it was the ſinne 
of Iſrael,ſo is it of our times. This 
people are as they that rebuke the 
Prieſt: yea wee thall finde Mecha- 
nickes and Raurall Swine , that will 
makeno more to reproue the lite & 
dodrine of the miniitry , then the y 
will doeto corre& a miſhapen ve- 
ſture,or to giue their horſe the laſh, 
when they are offended with him, 
Bur let them knowe that it Cham 
was curſed for ſporting at Noahs 
nakedneſſe,and yer ſpake the truth, 
thrice curſed ſhall they bee, thar 
withouta cauſe,make aſhamed their 
ſpirituall Fathers in the Lord.Ther- 
ore if we defireto doc good in this 
louely office of reproofe,let vs con- 
ſider the perſon whom we reproue, 
and therein his naturall temperature 
his courſe of life , the quality of his 
offence,as alſo his outward conditi- 
on,and accordingly let ys doe as an 
ex pert 
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expert Mutlitian, who in ſetting a an 
inſtrument in tune,doth ſometimes 
) windevphis ſtrings , & lomcriumes 
letthem downe againe: ſo,as occa- 
ſion ſerues,let vs Jearne to be carnel} 
and gentle in our reproofes , accor- 
lf eingtotheruleofwildome, & then 
may we expea good ſucceſle to 
attend our endeauours. 
The ſecond geneyall circum» 
Hance in wiſe reproofe 
is the Place, 
The ſecond generall circum: 2 Place where 
Nance to bee conſidered in wiſe and _—_— _— 
diſcreet reproote,is the Place where Private re- 
wemuſtreproue. Now it it bea pri- Proofs fora 
vate offence , it muſt bee priuately *"*** ee 
) handled. according to our Sautours Mar.18.15.16 
| direQion. // thy brother ſhall tre ſþaſſe _ 
' again thee. goe o tell him bil fault 
betweene thee and him alowe : but if 
ſecretgdirertiſements will not pre- 
vaile,then we may goe to him more 
{ openly. Burifhe willnot heare thee, 
the take with thee one or two more, 
that 


__— 
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Luk 7.14. 
loh.11.43, 


E., ro Or, 3. 6, 


Paublike re- 
proote for pub 
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that in the mouth of one or two wit 
nefles cuery word may beeellabli- 
ſhed ; and it hee ſhall neglect to 
heare them , then wee way relate 1t 
more publikely , and tell it ro the 
Church.For as t he Dar/cll ws rai- 
{ed vp within the dores:the widowes 
ſonne without the gates : and Lata: 
ris before a great multitude of peo- 
ple: fo we mutt handle ſome pruat- 
ly and in ſecret, others more open- 
ly,and the third kinde in publike,as 
the inceſtuous perſon was vicd. It 
we can doe good with them by pri- 
vatc infſlructions and corrections, 
then weneed goeno farther : it that 
willnotſerue ; wee may, relate the 
matter before ſome others ; iTnei- 
ther of theſe will worke with the pa- 
tient we hauc in hand, then we may 
tell it toche Church, that if the of- 
fenders will not be amend yet 0: 
thers may be preſerued from conta- 
gion: This made St Paw/ name 
lexanaer the Copper ſmith to Ti _ 
F211 
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thie , rothe intent he might beware 2.1uw.,4.15, 
of hies. lohnallo nominateth Þ z0- 
rrephes ior Chriſtians to take heed 3 
of him ; but this was ine waightic 
and publike matter , cuen for the Qualification 
g00d of the whole Church , & this ,”'* publique 


reproote, 
kinde of reproofe mult not be vſed, Gen.2, 23. 


but in like caſes as for ſmall & pri- 44 proximus 
440 bona babes, 


vate offences , or for men whichfall ;,,., car 
of infirmity hey mult be vied with & conſcrextians 


all honeſt priuacie that may be: be- jw duo ſerud- 
« (unt im JA 


hauing our ſelues like Noahs good wn fieri poief, 


ſoones , who when their Father had Sed ppotery cu- 
Fare COR caenti- 
diſcouc ood his ſecrets in time of his puny rage 


drunkenneſle , they turned their manners fa- 


backes vpon his ſhame, and vttered ©'*- eo c- 
culle corripien- 


nota word; which giues vs to note, yu. Sedp 
that rhe linnes of other men ce occulte moxitus 


muſt modeſtly hyde, & filently con- m— = 


ccale, with the beſt preſcruation we conſcientia eft 
can of the credit of the delinquent, ” por 

But i{we cannot preſerue the ſoule ?, ceſſ my ons 
and conſcience of a man without peiclizerur, ve 


con [caentia non 
blemiſhing hiscredit it is better to e——_ —_— 


endangerthe gne, chen that ve tuf- Luk $4p.v.3, 
icr 
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fer the other to periſh; as one large- 
ly expreſleth that caution, Bur in 
this calc many are to be taxed of i - 
diſcretion , who deale with their 
brethren as the /ews did withChrift 
who when they came to ſpeake of 
his miracles and great workes , con« 
ccalcd his name , H1c homo, the fel- 
low doth many miracles, but when 
they wrote the title of his fained 
crime onthe tree, then they maliti- 
ouſly publiſhed his name , not with 
hic homo, but Jeſws of Nazaret King 
of the lewes , and in three famous 
tongues, Hebrew, Greeke, & Latine, 
written in capitall letters that all 
men might runne & reade it> There 
isa generation of men who in prai- 
ſing the virtues of others arc very 
{paring and remiſle, but in repro« 
vinga vice {though but ſuppoſed) 
they write infamic vpon their fore- 
heads, with the pen of a Dzamond, 
which cannot be blotted our, Thus 
thcy cruglly read the gogd naine of 
_ 


| 
| 
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their neighbours, and that ſome- 
times in any place or company,and 
oftentimes it falleth our, that in pla- 
ces of mirth and teaſting,their grea- 
eclt muſicke is , to talke of the diſor- 
ders and infirmitics of others , yea 
| ſometimes malitioully , before the 
company of ſuch as with whom the 
party offending deſires to retaine 
loue and a good opinion, and this is 
a moſt cruel] and wicked hoſtility, 
tor nature and grace doe teach vs, 
to maintaine the good names of 
one another,and though we ſhould 
publikely condemne a diforder, yer 
toſpare the priuate perſon of any Paorrreperſany 
man, Which rule if wee rightly ob- 767 ikke 
ſerue,we may confidently truft, that aibus,vellum 
as our paflage inreprouing is good mn vitm,due, 
and honeſt,ſo our end will proue ct- 
fectuall & proſperous , to the com- 
fort and retormation of him we rc- 
proue, 
Third generall circumitance is 


wiſe reproofeis the Time 
| The 


PE 
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:,1he lime 


when we muſt 


r epreuc,and 


The third cenerall circumitance 
1m wiſe reprouing 1s to take a due, 


that threefold and fit proportion of Tyme. As firlt, 


1. 1.me!y. 

N alum medi- 
cammUlum a- 
nat,rifi quod 
0pperiune ible 


betwr, 


lade.2;, 


that we reprouc betimes.2 That our 
reproofe be ſealonable. 3 That wee 
continue wm reprouineg. Firſt our re- 
proofe mult bee T1mely, beforethe 
patient be paſt cure, forno lalue is 
ſauing bemg adminiſtred after afie 
rtime,and as it there be a fraction or 
diflocationin our bones or toints, 
the ſooner the Chirurgian takes it in 
hand,the caſter it is to bee reſtored, 
ſoſinne , which is the diſtortion of 
the ſoule, the ſooner it is reproued, 
the more callily it is amended; Saint 
Jude compares finne to a fire , and 
thereſare hee would haue finners 
pulled out of the fire, or ſnatched 
out with all haſt, betore they be con- 
ſumed; which muſt bee done by a 
ſealonable and timely rebuke. Bur 
herein many fayle, who neuer admi- 
nilter phyſicke till the patient bee 
paſt cn& nor caſt on; water till the 
We _ houſe 


Membrandum, cc. 


houſe beburnt to the ground, they 
ſuffer their friend or brother co liue 
ſo lang in ſinne , till he bee herdned 
through the decertfulneſſe of finne ; "©2313. 
and herein many parents with E/7, 1.Sam, 2.29, 
pur off reproofe ſo long , that their 
children grow impud@ in (in, vn- 
corrigible , paſt amendment. This 
kinde of reproofe is like the war. 
ning which the Porter gaue to Cato 
who after hee had ſtricken him on 
the care wiſht him to beware.Better 
$5 the timely ſtroake of reproote vp+ 
on ſinne, then that ſmne ſhould vn-+ 
feaſonably ſtrike the ſoule to death; 

Secondly the time gnagh, be 

ſeaſonable_. 

Secondly,our Time muſt be ſea- . 2. 
ſonable , when the delinquent is Pu ime 
moſt capable of teptoofe. Firſt, not ng "—_ 
when a man isindiſtreſſe and per- =. 
plexity,a troubled ſpirit isvnwilling _ tage 
to heare rebuke , and we (hall finde frede., © 
reproofe like Homy,which though it 
be (weet and pleaſaar, yetif itbe ap» 

D plied 


- — <a YI <D . wa. oc _— 


A Chriſtian 


I ww 


plycd to/{cers and ill attected me- 
bers,it is very painetull and trouble- 
— ſome, Secondly, wee mult notre- 
Not incime of PEOUC in time ot exceſle and riot; & 
exccils. as Phyſitians forbid to apply medi- 
T in exceſs Cines when the hot fir & paroxilme 
ell, : (evit,ſ2d rageth , ando giue it when the ex- 
cum ſe renwen tremity ſlacketh ſo muſt this phiſick 
en! 3,4 wa, | : 
: of the ſoule be applied at ſuch times 
as the patient is apteſt to receiue it, 
& not ma burning diſtemper. Here 
Rom.12.19, WE Mult gewe place 10 wrath, Sinne 
Den furor ® jt theſe men muſtbe overcome like 
curls oft carr; N _. $4 , 
cedefwrori,Ov, 1c City of Liz by retiring from it 
ludg.3.5, foraſcaſon,andnot by too furious 
an on-{ct, This courſe tooke wiſc 
and virtuous Abzear,ſhe would not 
i.Sam.z5, 36, Ell Nabalof his drunkenneſſe till be 
w4s awake from his wine , (he knewe 
that a diſtemper was no {ealon fora 
man to be bettered by reproote:ſhe 
dcalt with her busband, as one that 
bath the ouerſight of zees , who 
daresnot atalltimes touch his own 
Hines it teBees be angry and trou« 


bled. 
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bled. She ſaw how far he was wide - 
of reaſon, and how ſhe might incur 


danger herſclfe , therefore for that 
time ſhe leaues him: keaſthe ſhould 
like a mad man not onely haue reic- 
ed her Phylicke , buit alſo firoue to 
bite the hand of the Phyſttzan, as a 
Father in another caſe much like 
this, {peakes. And therefore wee 
read that Alexander killed C/itms his 
intimate and familiar, becauſe he res 
proued him of drunkenneſlc, inthe 
midi of his cups. Heethat in theſe 
caſes will follow truth too neere the 
heeles ,it may happily ſtrike out his 


Move D byeniotie 
C3 100 [0 wm re- 
pellat/id & 
mor deve tenter 
modes matum, 
Bey 


Ad penatndum 


tecth, He that throwes aftone thus proper acct 
raſhly and vnaduiſedly inco the aire # % 14% 


It may fall downe vpon his owne 
head..A man that willreproue men 
in ſuch heats and furies, is like vato 
a fooliſh ſhepheard,who ſeeing two 
| furious Kdmmes runne together in 
full tregrh, thruſts himſelfe berween 
. them, and fo abides the ſtroake of 
both, Or like vnto the Bee which in 

«| a 
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Plin.vift. nat. 2 teſtic pecuiſhneſſc , ſtings anothet 
& looſeth at once her own ſtrength 
andlite, Thus hee that in this caſc 
will cake vpon him to reprouec and 
correR the faults ct others, had need 
take heed,that he runne not ypon his 
owne miſchiefe and ruine ; & whil(t 
Gal.s.15. Se thu bites and devoures another, 
he be conſumed of another himſelfe. 
Therefore for our owne ſafety, and 
for the benefit of the reproued, ler 
vs be carefull tomake choice of ſuch 
atime', when his heart is moſt plia- 
ble to corretion and dilcipline,and 
this will adde grace and comelineſle 
to our reproofe; For « word fitly 
Prov.25.11 is ſpoke is like apples of gold in pictures 
'filuey, as an tearing of pyid, and an 
ornament of fine gold, ſo is a wiſe ve- 
promer to an obedient eare, And 
what can commend a man, or make 
Mt (ene P" him ſhine ſobright , as that which 
oh tae Pu" belperh eo remouec away the ragges 
of his corruption, and further him 
£0 repentance that he may be _ 
wit 
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with righteouſneſſe. 
Tyirdly, Reproofe muſt be 
continged, 

Thirdly, the laſt circumſtance of ;; 
time is, that our reproofe bee conti- Reproofe 
nued: In this caſe wee mpſt not vec —_— __ 
weary of well doing. But as S. Pau! Gal.6.g. 
aduiſerh vs,we muſt reprove,rebute, , 1; ,. 
exhort with all long ſuffering. But 
herein is tobe admired the ſtrange 
carriage and impatience of mauy, 
who hauing rold men of their faults 
and often reproued them for jthe 
ſame, they quickly grow weary of 
this Chriſtian duty , andin ſpleene 
&choller forſake thoſe which God 
bath nor forſaken : whereas cuery 
man ſhould be grauid and in child- 
birth, for the new-birth of his bro- 
ther,and herein a man jmuſt imitate 
a woman with child , whoſe time 1s 
at hand; and then is poſleſled with 
tearc and hope, and theſe two ſtriuc 
as the two twins in Rebeccs's womb 
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Cal.4.19, 


biction, 


ſhe ſhould bee deliuered , but her 
hopeſtayesher heart, firſt knowing 
that her miſery 1s common and in- 
cidentro all women in her cale. Sc- 
condly that ſhee is not likely to ſut- 
fer her miſery long. Thirdly becauſe 
ſhe hopes the end ot her paine will 
bethe beginning of her toy, Thus 
muſt wee bee atteRed for the new 
birth of onr brethren , wee muſt la- 
bour in ſorrow,and/as S. Paul (aith) 
My little children of whom 1tra- 
vell in childbirth : our patience 
muſt be much tor thoſe 'that are yer 


' without , and withall our ſorrow 
mult bee rxed with hope , that 


though the new 'birth of grace in 
our brethren, be like that: of nature, 
lachremsſ4,painetnil, yer let vs with 
_ expe their amendment, 
1pihg that the conchuſron may 


4wexen all, 4hd'that the ende of our 


care may bee the beginning of their 
cure. But it any thall obic& and ſay, 


I have ſo oken reproucd ſuch a man 
and 
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and yez percclue no akeration ang 

change, which makes me fo weary, 

I can hold outno longer. I anfweaie, 

take theſe motiues,tomake thee pa. Anvvcr. | 
ticatin this iriendly office: Firit con |..e 1. on. 
ſider ela it is not the renting thc vc mre- 
carcs of any man, with ſharpe and *<- 
bitter words , that will doe much 
good , butitis the continuance of 
wile reprehenſion that gets the ma- 
ltery: reprootes are like the drop- Gutta cout {t- 
ping of water vpon a ſone', which Paper 
makes not impreſſion by torce and , $5; we" 
violeace , but by continuall Crop- ins, nm, 
ping. Aman commonly is not o- {"#9 
verwaighed with words of pounds *' 

and Talents, mighty and dreadful! 

ſpeeches, thele ſeildome make any 
penetration in the heart of a (inner: 

but when ina milde and {oftly man- 

ner,we continue in our repichen!!- 

ons; when our words thall drop as 

raineand our ſpceches di(ill tweer- 

ly as dew, we ſhall make a hardand 

{tanic heart cuen to bend, breake 8 
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yeeld, and then «broken heart the 


Lord will not deſpiſe. Secondly c6- 
ſider how hard a thing it is for a 
man to be reclaimed from his naru- 
rall corruptions; and that is intima- 
red by the two words which the ho- 
ly rongue giues for man. The firſt 
ſhewes his weaknefle by creation, as 
made of the earth, the weakeſt and 
baſeſt ofthe Elements : the ſecond 
expreſſeth his weakneſſe by the 
mortiferous and deadly fickneſle, 
his prevarication , and firſt fall 
broughthim vnto, So that if wee 
rightly con(ider it , wee have more 
. reaſon ro wonder at the infinite pa- 


In{Labilen fr 
—_ te tience of God,in ſuffering the fins of 


—_ _ 
gerantyills mA- 


gs mirum el, 
meny i- 
lis eff Dew, 


man:then to admire at his often trif 

grefinge the law of ggd.Every mi be 
ore the time of his effcQuall calling 

is like ynto a chained priſoner, who 


quem quod ille js not able to goe whether hee 
ſubinde pecc at, 
Mic. is Gal. 


would, or to performe what he de- 
ſires; yea, when thechaines are ta- 
ken from off his legges, hee will hale 
| and 
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and complaine along time after, of 
his want of agilitic and nimbleneſle, 
to vic his iovints, Thus, beforc our 
calling 1s it with every man,no inan 
can moue hand or foot to the per- 
tormanee of any good ation: and 
when a man hath ſhaken oftthe 
irons of finne , wherewith hee was 
holden and reſtrained, yet along 
time aſter hee will feele, and com- 
laine of much want of ſirengrth, & 
ſenſible ofa great meaſure of 
lameneſſc, & ſiiffeneſle in the ioints 
of his foyle, occaſioned by the 


bonds and. chaines of finne, Ir is Remprzak 


ſtoried of one of our owne countri- 


men an <chbiſhop of Canterbury ”* Anſelmo im 


viie (its. 


that being in his Peripareticall and 
walking ſtudies in the fields, vpon a 
certaine time caſt his eye vpona 
ſhepheards boy , who hauing 
caught a bird, tied a ſtoneto the leg 
thereof, by which meanes the bird 
could no ſooner mount and ſoarea- 
loft, but the ſtone drew her downe 
againe: whereupon the reuercnt & 
learned 


— — —  - — _ 


3- motiue, 


learned man fell a weeping,and con- 
doled the miſerable eſtarcc otman 
by nature; who could no ſooner by 
Godly thoughts & contetmplations 
endceauour to aſlcend vp into heaue, 
bur his corruptions and concup:l- 
cences forthwith enforced him to 
theearth againe, the duc conlidera- 
tion of which thould moue vs to 
patience and continuance in this 
duty, and withall know and reſo/ue, 
that if ac length, by our wiſc and ſea- 
ſonable rebukes, wee can winne a 
foulc ro God, that then our labour 
is well beſtowed. Therefore in the 
third place, to continue our re- 
proofe, let vs conſtder that man by 
nature is wonderfull torgettull of 
good inſtruction & reproofe: now, 


N num n4mis WEEe Can neucr teach that thing too 


diſcitar Sen, 


' much, which a man can neuer ſuſf- 
cicatly learne; no mancaa liue fo 
ſtrialy but he bathcontinuall need 
tobe put inminde of his ill courles, 


Gen.40,23; foramans memory witl Pharos 
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Butler.will ſoone be turned 1nto for- 
gcttulneiſe; eſpecially iri good in- 
ſtructios,tor therein ir is like a /1ewe, 
which holdes faſt the courle brans, 
but lers the tine Flower fall away. 
Therefore S* Fan/aduiſcth 77mo- 
thie, Take heede vnto thy doctrine, 
and continue init , for in fo doing 
thos ſhalt ſaxe thy ſclfe, and then; 
that heave thee, and thus may L ſay 
to euery reprouer, take heed vnto 
thy reproote, and continne in it;tor 
in ſo doing , thou thalr get a good 
reward to thy foule, and ſaue the 
ſoule »f himthou reproueſt, Fourth- 
ly and iattly , ler our apprehenſion 
be continued, becauſe it 15 the com- 
mand ofGod thatſo we ſhoutd doe, 
& therefore whensS, Peter asked our 
Sauiour, How often ſhall my brother 
finne againſt me and 1 forezue him? 
till ſeuen times? Jeſus faith wnto 
him, I ſay not unto thee vntill ſenen 
times, but wntill ſeuenty ſeucn 
$t1mes, whereby wee arc taught that 


if 
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if wee cannot retorme finners, (o 
ſoone as we would,yet we muſt not 
giue them ouer, bat reproue guors- 
es t0ties,as often as they hall of- 
tend; andthus wee ought to beare 
one anothers burehen, that'if it bee 
poſſible we may conuert the ſinners 
to God - and cuery man that will 
wiſely reproue mult in concluſion 
open his mouth with wiſdome as Sa- 
lomon (peakes of a good huſwite, & 
ſpeake a ward in ſcaſon, to him that 
is weary and that word of reproofe 
muſt needs bee alwaics ſeasonable, 
which with wiſdome 1s direied to 
the offender, fo often as hee doth 
craaſgreſſe,and therctore as needtul] 
it is tocontinue/yea and farre mare 
necefilary) then ro begin a reprooe 


virww ſola At firſt, feeing the concluſion of 


every good act is that which 
Crownes it, 


CHAP, 
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The Second property of our reproofe, 
i GentleneſJe. 
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He ſecond property where- : 

with eucry reproofe muſt — ” 

be adorned is Gentleneſſe : 
and clemency, a(ober, mild, loving 
and curteous carriage, VVee mult 
deale with malefactors as Lo? be. 
haued himſelfe towards the wicked 
Soaomites, who when they would 
haue pulled downe his houſe vpon 
his head, hee reproued them with 
meckeneſſe,and by way of petition, 
1 pray you brethren doe not ſo wick- 
edly, Thus 1oſhuzi behaued himſelfe 
towards CAchan, My ſonne giue 1 
prey thee, glory to the Lord God of 
Iſrael, &+ make —_— vnto him, loſh,7ag; 
end tell me now what thou haſt _ 

74e 
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hide it not from me, Where wee lec 

his ſpcech was either filled with te- 

- "9 dious Battologies,nor with inuectiue 

oxortunejmpoy]. Ditterneſie, bur hee reproued him 

tune, with as few and friendly words as 

clemency could inucnt , with a ſpa- 

ring and friendly increpation, and 

vet his reprehenfion was fiely and 

powerfully ſpoken, a pregnant and 

imitable* example of a good tem- 

perature-wee haue in Naa, with 

his dealling with Davzd, one pro« 

Hemadwlter, phet with another, hee comes not 

9 ary withrailings and reuilings,out vpon 

Plai.51, thee thou adulterer , thou murthe- 

2 Sam.1©,13, rex, thou theete : not like a curſed 
Plal.141.5. Ay . 

11m>74 20d railing Shemes, butin a coole 

*o2n px and gentle temper hee ſtrucke at his 

Percutia: me 1mpoſtume, and let out the corrupt 

it mere?” bloud. And therefore the propher 

Nomen "72h Paid praycth vnto the Lord, Les 

commode ro(ſvl- £h1e righteous [mite me with lenitie 


wi poteſt m a1- gd gentleneſie, 4s the Hebrew text 
werbium cle- 


inisc, modeſtly , as one obſcrueth vpor 
4M $57 ehat 


mentar Calvin. plainely declareth , or gently and *\ 
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that place, Now if Dazid himſelte, 
4 man according to Gods owne 
heart, Yoth thus delire to bee dealt 
withall,then ſurely it is fit we ſhould 
deale no worſe one with another, 
for the better perſwaſion to this 
kinde of dealing, (let the malefaQor 
be what hee will, ) wee muſt not re- 
proue him with gall & bitrerneſſe, 
for Michaellthe CArchangell cone 
tending with the diucll himelfe, 


dur ſt not bring againſt him a railing 


- accuſation, but ſaid, The Lord re- 


buke thee, yea lofarre ſhould wee 
be fromthe intemperature ofa curſt 
and bitter reprehenticn, that wee 
ſhould rurne our cholor into aGod- 
ly and. chriſtian compaſſion when 
we reproue a tault, and as a merci- 
full Chirargeon being to cutte his 
only ſenne, handleth him tenderly 
and foftly, and cutteth and weep- 
eth ,, and weepeth and cutteth a- 
gaine; ſo our bowels ſhonld be alled 
witlrcompaſhon, at the _ 
an 
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and beitcring of a diltcimpered 
ſoule, 
In gent lene fit two requiſites 

Rn Now 1na beneuolous and curte- 
things tequi- OUS reprehen(ron two things are re- 
re. iz. Quilite, Firſta gentle inſiruRion or 
admoniton, admonition to make way for rc- 
proofe,according to that of S.Paw/. 
In meckenſk inſtru them that op. 
pole; and therefore hee exhorteth- 
2Tm.44. Timothicto contoyne reproofe, re. 
theſe be ſeparated, wee cannot haue 
ſuch proſperous ſucceſſe as wee ex- 
pet; becauſe inſtruction ſerues to 
EnCOurage in nn. reproofe 
to reſtraine from finne, and thoſe 
tbat reproue and correct, and doe it 
nat with admonitions and inſtruci- 
ons, are like to thoſe that are ofren 
fauffing the light, bur forges to pur 
oyleinto the Lampe, for want of 
which it quickly goes ont of it lelfe. 
Therefore wee mult be profitable 
(as, Paul ſpeakes of geripture) #2 


teach 
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buke and exb ortation, and indeed if | 
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geach, to tmprout,to correct and in- 
ſiraft in righteouſneſſ:, and vn- 
doubtedly wee (Tall hnde inſtructi- 
on make way for reproofc, and win 
that audience which an vntempe- 
rate and prepoſterous anger cannot 
attaine. They that reproue with tu- 
ry,arec like to toolithThreſhers, who 
t.euer tappe the corne in the ſhealz 
gently, but laying on with. mighty 
and powerfull ſtroakes they make 
the good graine fly into euery cor- 
ner, and ſcatter that abroad which 
gentle and leafurely labour might 
haue preſerucd, Therefore ler vs 
begin g2ntly with friendly inſtruQi- 
ons, and when a man will eadure 
this tapping, then ſtrike harder , or 
elſe wee (hall bur looſe our 1. ibour, 
for neceſſary is it that euery repro- 
uer haue the yeprocfes of inſirati- 
on;which being poſſeſſed with an 
arrraQiue vertue, cannot but winne ; 


audience and reſpeR, that corre&ti- erudit ionjr, 
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nable working, 
Second requiſite. 
FE Secondly iris very neceſſary that 
__ . 
probation 11 Our reproofes wee mingle ſome 3 
otany good kind commendations of thoſe good 
partes, 
partes and vertues wee fee in the 
partic offending. Thus it is in the 
Poet,OAchilles,c5c. As much as 
ifhe ſhould haue ſaid, what is be- 
come now of thy courage and va- 
lour, which filled the whole world 
with thy honour & renowne? How 
cometh.itto paſſe that thou artthus 
retired,and haſt ſhamefully brought 
to infamic all thoſe excellent parts 
and valianta&ts by thee peformed? 
Thus hauing awaked him out ofhis 
idleneſſe and ſecuritie, he ſtirres him 
: +. 14 Vp tofarther imployment, and ſo 
 £: Y*r- 1nformes him how hee may recouer 
A and get againe his former hunor, & 
thus muſtwee deale with men cf 
worthie and noble pattes, putting 
them in minde offuch vertues and 
graces they polleſſe, and this will , 
Y _ 
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Vſher reproofe to come betore the 
face of the party offending; fot man 
naturally is like vato waxe, which 
being cold is ſo hard; that it admits 
of no impreſſion : butbeing once 
hot, it becomes ſoft, and plyable to 
any impreſſion at all, The minde of 
man though it be naturally hard & 


F vntractible, yet being made hot by 


curteous and wiſe approbations, it 
becomes fitto receiue the engrauc- 
ment of correction and reproole, & 
as whena ſhower hath moiſtened 
the carth, the it is futeſiro pluck vp 
weedes, and caſtin good graine.So 
when louing and kinde ſpeeches 
haue mollified a mans heart , then 
he is fitteſt to haue ſinne pulled ouc 
of his ſoule, and.to receiue the good 
ſcede of wholſome reproote; tor the 
memory of former vertues cannot 
but touch the minde with a noble & 
feeling ſhame of preſent faults. 
Theretore as thoſe that giuc worme- 
ſecdc tor the wormes, tochildren, 

'- —_—_ dor. 
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doe {weeten it with {omewhat that 
they may take the medicine more 
willingly, orc as thoſe that giue bit- 
eer pills to queaſie ſtomacked pati- 
ents, doe wrappe them vp in ſome 
conlerueto the intent they may 
take them withou: offeace, Thus let 
vs make a Preparatiue to reprehen- 
ſion, with ſome louing preamble of 
their deſerued commendations 
which may make way for their ſpi- 
ritual! purgation; and be [as it were 
a bait )ro hide the hooke of repre- 
henſ1on, to catch the ſoulcs of them 
wefiſh for. Butalaſſe roo roo many 
thereare, who deale harſhly and 
barbarouſly in their carrizges, and 
rather hurte then doe good to the 
reprouer, andall becauſe the falue 
proues worſe then the ſore. Theſe 
kinde of people are like vnto thoſe 
mentioned in the old law, who 
{iriking with the axe to cut downe 
thetrec, the head ſlips from the» 
helne, and hits his nezehbour & kils 
him, 


CALemoranaum oc, 
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bom. Thus ſuchas reprehend others 
ro0 curſtly , doe make the head of 
the Axe fly from the helue, and kill 
their brethren vnaduiſedly, and 
whereas with the good husband- 
man they ſhould but lappe with the 
pruining knife, they hew downe 
with the axc of tudgement,and ſuch 
as theſe—goe about to amend the 
faults of others (according to the 
old proucrbe) asthe Del did tg 
ſet his dames legge, for whereas hee 
(houldbaue fer ir aright, he burlt ic 
quire aſund&t, Butmay not aman 
vſc what freedome hee [cemes meet 
ouer ſuch he hath in authority, as 
if my child, my feruant, or any that 
i51n ſubicQion to me offend, may I 
not then reproue them, as I ple ale. 
I an{were, the more authority thou 
haſt thou halt the more freedome: 
yet take heede thou doſt not abuſe 
thy liberty, there is a difference be- 
tweene ſupremacy and tyrannic, 
mou atta Kirg in thy owne houſe 
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and teritories, but take heede thou 
proue not a Tyrant: : [eaſt thou dil- 
couragethoſe thatarein ſubieQion 
ynto thee; the bitterneſle of an eni- 
mie flicketh cloſe roany man; bur 
the fury of him to whom wee hauc 
relation, wounds a good nature 
moſt ofall: as when Caeſar ſaw the 
hand of his ſonne Brute againſt 
him, then his heart was done, and 
cryes out 4 ov Tex1dy, what thou al- 
fo my ſonne Bratws? Thus the; out- 
ragious cruelty of a friend, in bit- 
ter reproofes, ſtrikes with as ſtrang a- 
mazement the heart of him that is 
reproued. O butthe faults of ſuch a 
one who is vnder my charge are in- 
tollerable, and therefore I will nei. 
ther ſuffer him nor ſuccor him, I 
anſwere, take heede thou ſuffer not 
the ſame finncs inthy ſelfc : at the 
leaſt that thon beare not the bur- 
then of a ſinful! ceproofe in thyſelfe, 
by exonerating another of his ini- 
quity, againe thou canſt finde inthy 
heatt 
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heart to teede a curlt carre a ſported 
Beaſt, a wanton Ape,and a cruel Zy- 
on, but the fimplicity, blemiſhes and 
{innes of thy dependents thon can(t 
not endure,nor them for their {innes 
ſake. Be as wile as thou canſt ro beat 
downe {inne, but take heede thou 
proneſt not vnnaturall. Be not thou 
like a Dragon in the VWilderneſlc 
cruellto her young; nor like the 
Oſtrich,which torbearing lultenance 
expoſeth her young ones to the 
wide world, as Moſes Parents their Exod.z,z, 
ſonne to the waues of the riner, Let 

not parents proue without naturall 2 1m 3.3. 
affeion, neither Let initraments of ©4995: 
ergelty be in their habit ation, as it is 

{aid of Simeon and Leai, and as they Sce'w eft. 
ought not to be extreame to marke 74/97 & mays 

oY . Scelus Medga. 

what is done amiſle, ſo neither"to 

reproue what is amitle: but with all 

gentlenefle and compatſhon reprouc 

ſuch ſianes in their children, as they 

haue deriucd to them from them- 

lclucs. 
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Three coules.) Three cauſes i bitter, reproofe. 


——_—_ pE if any man ſhall demand a 
-reaſon of mec why many men deale 
-thus curſily with ſuch as offend : I 
will giue himthcee maine cauſes ot 
ſuch inhumanitic, the firſt ts vazxe 
glory, the {ccond Loquacitie, & the 
third Enny. 
r Caiſe yaine Inthe firſt place wee ſhall finde 
ea that v4/ne glory is a great cauſe of 
this vnkinde dealing, and ſtirreth vp 
men tocontroll the faults of others, 
out of a ſecret ſelfcloue to them- 
ſelues. The Phariſee lookes vpon the 
publique faults of others , and with 
an indigne condemning and vnder- 


a valuing of others, fires for ap- 


Nos ſum feat Plaulſe to his owne perſon, 7 am not 


ceteri,uon (icut 25 Other men are.cyc.nor even 15 this 
e. 


Publican,Thus there are many men, 
who fromatriumphing and impert- 
ous inſultation ouer the falls of 0- 

thers, yea from peremptoric and 
malionant forgeries and fancics of 
their owne, proclaime the faults of 
other 
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othcrmen , who are f{eayen times 
INOre ui} then themlclues,thinking 
that by the eclypling the lighr ot 
others, they thall make them(clues 
{hine more bright i inthe cyes of rhe 
world, Ihisis as it the 200rc 
ſhould reioyce at the night and 
abſence ofthe Somze, and thereby 
goc about to make the world be- 
lecue,thatall light & influer.ce pro- 
cceded from her ſelfe. But let the 
knowe that they that ſtrive to build 
ſuch a Babe/of pride and vaine glo- 
ry vpon the ruines of other mens re- 
puration, ſhall ſoone be brought to 
confution tor their paines, And like 
Flies, whillt they {triuc to cxtin- 
guiſh & pur out the lighe of others 
they (hall corment and burne them- 
{cluesin the flame. I could with this 
fault were not too common even a- 
moneg(t che ſonnes of Levs them- 
ſelues, who ſtrjue like _{ſo/on to 
iteale away the hearts of the people, 
and that by diſcoucring and aggra- 
Va- 
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vating the faulcs of their fellow la- 
bourcrs , whereby they may winne 
more renowne to themſclues , a- 
mongſt the common & vulgar peo. 
ple,and as the Apoe S. Paul ſpeaks 
They aye pu ea UP rather then 
mourne for them that haue aone e- 
will. And as a Cyphey ſet after a ff 
gwere,makes it of more account and 


valuation, then if it ſtood by it lelfe. 


So they thinke they ſhall .ncuer bee 
raiſed to the height of their ambiti < 
ous mindes, but by the weakneſle of 
the like compariſons : thus the filly 
Graſſe-hopper and the Piſmire in 
their generations proue moſt dege- 
neratc in their owne kindes. And 
they that are moſt vnable of all ro 
reſiſt, become moſt cruell enimies 
one to another, Diſcourcring a great 
meaſure of hypocriſie to the world 
and to God, For how can they be- 
leeue,when they ſecke glory one from 
«nother ? And this is the firſt reaſon 
or cauſe, why many men reproue 0- 
| hers 
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thers with ſuch ſtrineſle and aulte- 
rity , becauſe by the looking into 
/ their blemiſhes, and imperfections, 
they think morecleerly ro ſet forth 
thcir owne beauty a comelineſlc, 
Canſe the ſecond. The ſecond 
The ſecond cauſe proceeds from ©**1994n7 
Loquacity & a looſeneſle of ſpeech, * 
as when men haue ſmall or no im- 
ployment, they fall into diſcourſe ot 
theliucs & manners of others - thelc 
are like vnto S, Pauls widowes, they 
learne to be idle , wandering about "Tm. 5.13. 
from houſe to houſe; and not only idle \y,, 11a 
but tatlers alſo , and buſie-bodies, boſe, (edex cur 
ſpeaking things which they ought = yore 
not, They are fuch as caſt not an cie wwn /ats && 
; vpontheir owne faults, but are al. *&omnes ua, 
oy wp . & [twaentcs alt« 
wales diſcouering the finnes of 0+ 1; wer aw 
t rhers,with itching & Athenian earcs, ve. Anlw.ca 
I may rightly compare theſe peo- loc, 
ple in a common-weale, to a looſe 
rooth in a mans head, which is doth 
troubleſome and vſcleſſe. Or if you 
will,they are like An#s vpon a mole» 


hull 
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hill . which bulic themſeluesin a | d 
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needleſſe and vnprofitable action: p 
and indced theſc are the very con- # J 
futon and incendiaries of a Chri- f 


{tian world: all their labour isto 
handle the forces of others ; &rhey 
takeas much delight inreproote,as _ © 
the Carter doth in his whip,who is t 
neuer well, but when hee heares,the 
lath, Their words burne in their 
mindes, as an vathritts mony in his 
purſe : and like an arrow ina degs 
ſide, they arencuer well till they are 
out, Theſe may fitly bee reſembled 
yatoa cloud,which being poſletled 
with hotexhalations,is ſo weak that 
it cannot containe them:and ſo they 
breake forth to the rerrour of the 
world. Thus, this kinde of people, 
through the weakneſſe of their | 
minds, & imbecillity of gouerment 
can keepe nothing that is in their | 
Prov. 23.11, NEart,butlike Solomons toole, they | 
| utter all that is in their minae; | 
though it bee to the miſchiete and 
deſtruction 


__ Yea es & ac a« it 


n according, to that of Solomon. An my ny; 

og. ypocrite with his month aeftroyeth **") —— 
.  hisnejohvonr: yea okemimes wee weak 

IN- 1} 2 

to | hal tinde that men of afnnity , and ;,,,, 199-4: 

# cere acquaintance , Will much de- tecomump:t [6 
y da'em (unm. 
is Benerate in this kinde. /eremre com- pm 

Fx plaines of this treachery.in his time; 

"a and lo doth the Prophet Davida. It 

w.1s not ({aith he ) mine entmie that 

by reproxched m?, then I could haue Þl.s5.v in 13, 

7s borne it neither was it he that hated 

_ me that dia —_—_—_ himfelfe 4 - 

Laimit me, then I would hane hid my 

4 face from him. Put it was thou O 

- man menee nuall, my guide and mne 

y acquaintance. And Dauid in another 

=» | Place,comparesſuch kinde of peo. 

- ple to Bees,now a Bee we know hath 

bs , honyin her mouth, and a ſting in 

Ml her taile: we ſhall ſee them come to 

R vs with a ſuperficiall and outward 

; | ſhew of vnfained loue with as great 

' | acomplement, asif they would at 

; | onceproſtrate ieir ſoules & bodies 
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to our good and welfare. And the | 


words of 19ab to Amaſa hall bee at 
their tongues end , Qu9m9d0 wales? 
Art thoa tn health my brother? And 
yetmilchicte is in the heart ; & they 
can no more hold rheir tongues, the 
he his hands , though ir bee to the 
wounding & deltruction of a man, 
Now the beſt way to deale with 
ſuch impoſtors is, to anſwer them as 
the ſicke Hen inthe Fable anſwered 
the Caf,who asking how ſhe did,re- 
plicd agairle, better if you were far- 
ther off from me: berter it is ro want 
ſuch friends, then to be betrayed by 
cheir pretended friendſhip. Or at 
leaſt itis good ro pur no truſt in a 
friend,nor confidence in a counſel. 
Jour: wee hue inthe worlt times, in 
the laſt part of Nebuchadnezars 
image, the feet whereof arc conſtitu- 
ted ot iron and clay,the laſt times of 
the world, wherein men are poilct- 
ied with vanaturall, iron and tonic 
hearts, So that they ſhall betray one 
j = anorber 


| 
| 
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he f another and hate one another, The Nat.14.0, 
art | father ſhall bee divided againſt the | 
5 | Jonne,and theſonne againit the fa- 22G. 
ad 7 F#her: the mother again i the aaugh- 
cy | ger the aan gy htey againſi the mother: 
he | the mother in law againſt thedaugh- 
he | Ter in law andthe daughter in law 
n. againſt the mother in law, Now 
rh wherethere is this want of a good 
y nature,there wee ſhall finde the vn- 

d friendly looſcneſſe of trecherous 

- tongues , which is abominated of 

* Godand man: and though wee 

t hnde ſome, and the mouſ}, to haveas — _ 
y long cares , as they haue wide —_ 
t mouthes ; yet withall wee may per- >:r,5, 

2 ceiue, that ſuch men are generally 

|. | Hhated,andasfomelouetreafon, yer 

a | all hatetherraytour, ſomany will 

p deſire to heare of the faults of others 


bi yet wichall they will hate the condi- 


: tion ofthe relator. Therefore wee 
are aduiſed nor to declare other 
' mens faults, meither to friend nor 


* + foe, ond ifthe ſinne «ppertaine nt 
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The third 


caulc 15 Envy, * 


unto thee,peveale it not, for hee will 
harken vnto thee and marke thee oe 
when he findeth epportunity he will 
hate thee: if thou haſt heard a word 
azarnſt thy neighbour let it die with 
thee: lor as Solomon (peakes, He that 
couereth a tranſprefiron keepeth loue 
but he that repeateth a matter ſepe- 
rateth very frienas and it is better 
with S.Paul,to ſtudy to be quiet, and 
to ave our owne buſineſſe, And whe 

relations of others (hall be told vnto 
v5,not to bee like Malchm without 
the right care, and onely heare with 
a {finilter and lete care, with a crit- 

call and hypocriticall care. Butler 
vs Care as little to heare ſuch aſperrti - 
ons,as wee will ro heare the clocke, 

when wee care not for the hourc. 
then ſhal we obtaine faucur of God 
and man, and retaine quietneſle and 

cranquility in our own foules, 

Canſe the third, 

Now the laſt cauſe ot this vnkinde 

and diſcourtcous reproote, is ” 
anc 
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and Malice, which maketh men 
” | like fiery Salamandery, and raging 
4 | Seastowardstheir neighbours:they 
4 | reprouetobring men into diſzrace 
bÞ | and tgnominie : their end is not to 
heale the ſore, but to vacouer che 
e wound, and to leaue an vnſighty 
, ſcarre of diſcredit behinde them ; & 
r ſometimes they draiwe at nothing 
. but ſound and ſolid fleſh: & inſtecd 


of pulling out the mote from their 


b 


brothers eye , they pull out the eye 
; it ſelte; or it by chance they doe any 
good, with Be/zebub tiiey calt out 

Dixells through the Prince of D#- 
vells, They behaue themteluesas it 


| they haddranke of Mareh, Maſſab 

| and Meribah bitter waters , or as 
' | rhoughthey had hilled chemſclues 
with the waters of firife , as Behe- 
moth with Tordan : yea they carry 
themſclues with ſuch a Cythian and 

| barbarous auſterity , asifthey were 
hewen out of Caucaſus, & were nou- 
riched with the milke of Tygres:that 
F ,) 
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a man may as ſoone get water out 
of a flint , or oyle our of a ſtony 
rock , as mild and curteous words 
from their mouths, Theſe arc borne 
of the curſed ſecd of Char , delight- 
ing in nothing ſo much as to vnco- 
ver the nakednefle of others : or ra- 
ther indeed borne of the D#ve/lhim 
ſelfe, whoſe name is Drabolws , a de- 
famer, asthe word in the Syriacke 
rongue, in S. Mathewes Goſpel doth 
1nport, expreſſed by the word a. 
vulgator , a publiſher of infamous 
reports'; ſo that hee which lightly 
concelues a reproach againſt his 
neighbour, either for giving it him- 
ſclte by miſconſiru- won , or credu- 
loufly receauny 1t vron the report 
of others, 15 notking elſe but a D#- 
well in Sentacke. Au therefore S, 
Paul athrines .#hat in the lait times 
there (ball ve wen Diels falſe ACCU 
fers, eurll and repr aachf ul ſpeakers, 
And in another place hee ſpeaketh 


Ol Women: dixells in regard of their 
{landcers 
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ſlanders and detraCtions, VV hereby 
he ſhewes the neere vnion betwix: 
a calumnious reprouer and the /) :- 
vel, tor as the Dizell by his accula- 
tions of man to God liriues to 0- 
verchrowe all his happineſle ; | 

theſe men by ſlanderous — 20 Jag 
and acculations(being as powerfull 
inthem , asthe blaits of Ramimcs 
hornes before the walls of /er:co) 
doe {triue to lay all the power and 
ſtrength ot, other mens vertues le- 
vell and cuen with the ground at 
one vtterance,and by their bitter re- 
viling putrific the ſweet ointment 
of a mans good name. Yeathe good 
name of a man,which tis better then 
pretiom ointment, Thus they prouc 
moſt ma'ignant and ynluckey P'a- 
retsto their neighbours where they 
live ;'fo that a man may with more 
ſafety play at che hole of an ſe, 
and handle a Cockatrice,hen tall in 
to the hands of theſe men: whom I 
take to bee the vncleaneſt Leapers 

2 that 


loth 6 * 
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that cuer ſore ranne vpon, moſt wor 
thily deſcruing the viage of Pari- 
cidesat Rome,who were ſewd vp in 
toa male of leather , and caſt into 
the Seca, ſo that neither water nor 
ayre,nor clemertot any other kind 
could once approach vnto them. 
Yeal ſay, they are moſt vaworthy 
to [1e,moue , or hane their beings, 
Thelc are the ſonnes of Cain and 4- 
badon, yea abrutiſh ſpurious and a- 
dulrerate offpring, who the Prophet 
D auid reports to haue »9 faithfull- 
neſſe in their mouth , their inward 
part is very wickeanes : their throat 
15 an open ſepulchre , from whence 
comes this aly& azaoxz: , rotten 
fpeech,aſcending from an internall 
putrifaction. The beſt way forvs to 
reproue tuch reprouers , is to ſay to 
them as Cato ſaid to Lextulws when 
hec had vttered his ſtomacke in his 
face. Lentalus they are decciued 
at chink thou ha(t no mouth. And 
wh fatreand gcurlc words to (i- 
lence 
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lence them ifwe can. For in this caſe 


ſometimes ( as the old prouerbe 15) 

it's go0d to pleaſe a knaue: and to 

doe to him as cAfneas to Cerberus, 

who is reported to caſt a ſweet mor 

ſell ro that Hell- hound , becauſe hee 

ſhould not barke at him. Here it is 
g00dnot to giue O14 pro quo, raye 

ling for rayling , and rebuke for re- 

buke,to theſe curſing Shimet's, and 

dead dogges, leaſt the ftorme of re- 

proach in an cnimie , and the waues 

of diſcontent in our own ſclues,doe Aug, Sen. 3. 
ſo toſle the ſhip of our ſoules, that it ® //.Epizb. 
daſh vpon a rocke, and fo be caſt a- 

way. Alſo when wee our ſelues are 

to reproue any,let vs doe it with the ,, 

. ; pdier uf ena- 
greateſt clemency wee can inuent, jj, nos debe- 
with a friendly, brotherly, and a fa- = _ þ 
therly affeion,free from a peeuiſh ?,,; Hafldie, 
and enutous diſdaine ; handling the Hor. 
ſores of others , as if they were our | 
owne,with as Chriſtian and Apofto- 
like compaſſion as S. Paul did , who _ 

i weake, and 1 am not weake ? Who *< 1-23: 
#2 ts 


——_—_— 
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is offended, and I burne not 7 bring» | ' 
ing pitty in our eyes and hearts, | 
when we chance to ſee the falls and \ 
infirmities of others. As our Sevi- | | 
eur Chriſt who in compaſſion to /e- 
ruſalem is (aid to weepe oner it. Let 
Cage ap. VS bee like Yeſpeſien who would 
phcids illachri- WEEPE and groanc at neceſlary ex c- 
maui even & cutions of law. Yea let vs imitate a 
Teemuir, . , 

wiſe and mercitull Chirurgian, who 
ſetteth and reſtoreth a limme diflo- 
cated, to his proper place, with as 
little paine as may bee to the party. 
Let Tyzers in the forrelt bee cruell 
towards their companions,lct them 
bite and be bitten , devoure and bee 
devaured of one another, let dogees 
grinne , and Yxicorms puſh with 
their hornes ; let Scythians and (4- 
nibals bee cruell and cat the fleſh of 
men. Let Miaranites and Phili/lins 
ſheath their ſwords in the bowells 
ot cach other. Let t'em forget the 
louc of the LorJ . thar the God of 
heauen may forget his mercy to- 
wards 


; 
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wards them ; let ſuch reprobate 
mindescatrry to their graues, and to 
that bottomleſſe Aby//e of hell and 
confuſion, that marke and character 
of cuerlaſting reprobation , that the 
ſpirit of God hath engrauen vpon 
their browes and foreheads, that 
they are falſe accuſing diuels, and 
men of a fierce and {anage diſpoliti- 
on: bur let cuerv one of vs that 
beares any part of G::ds heauenly 
image, who « Father of mercy , and 
Prince of peace , and rich in mercy 
wvnt9 vs be like minded to others, 
grue mercy for mercy,grace for grate 
patience and long ſuffering , with 4- 
bundance of brotherly kinaneſſe, do- 
ing all things in charity, andlet vs 
put on 45 the ele? of God, holy and 
beloued,bowels of mercy , kindneſſe, 
humbleneſJe of minde , meekene ſie, 
long ſuffering , forbearing one ano- 
ther and forgiuing one another. 
Three arguments to moue Vs 
fo clemency. 


F4 Now 


2.Tim. 3.3. 
Hel foot 


= - 
CALLIFSEITES 


Iſa. 9.6. 
2.Cor.1.3. 
Eph. 4. 


1.Cor.16.14; 
Eph.4.31, 
Col,3.13.13: 


Al. 
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Now for the better ſtirring vs vp 
to mercy and gentleneſle in our re- 
proofe, let vs confider three things, ' 
Firſt ler vs ſearch into the good | 
parts of the party offending. Se- | 
condly conſider mans tractable dif- 
poſition to good words,and withall 
his auerſeneſle eo bitcer ſpeeches. 
Thirdly let vs looke vnto our ſclues, 
what faults wee haue committed, 
what wee doe, and what wee may 
commit: & theſe cannot but moue 
vs in meckneſle of carriage towards 
others. 

Firſt Argument. 

Firſt let vs conſider with our 
ſelues,what good tparts and vertues 
we can finde in him that hath offen- 
ded,and let thoſe moue vs to cleme- 
cy,confidering that there is no gold 
but hathſome drofle, and the beſt 
men haue their faults. For as a mo» 
derne diuine ſaith, euery one 15 once 
afoole, & doth that perhaps in one 
fit of his folly, which hee ſhall haue 
| lealure 


— | "=> _ | 


Memorandum, crc 7} 


vp leafure ro repent of, as Vo4h in one Gen.s 21, 
re- houres d cunkeneſſe vncouered thoſe 
ps, \ ſecrets, which were hid fixe hun- 
od | dred yeares before, the world is 
e- | herevponreadyto call in queſtion 
if all his former integrity, and to ex+ 
all clude him out of the hope ofany 
Ss, further amendment,But fecing God 
_ 1 hath giuenvs two eyes. the one 


d, ſhould be buſied about the preſent 
2y fault that weſee,with a deteſting 
UC commileration, the other about the 
ds commendable qualities of the oftcn- 
der: ſincethe heart hath no window 
made to looke into it by theCreator 
Ur thereof, but is reſerued vnder locke 
'S and key tor his owne view : I had 
1- rather wrong my ſelte by credulitie, 
LL then others by vaiulſt cenſurcs and 
d ſuſpitions. 
g ! Second aroument. 
> Secondly conſider mans propen- 2) Mans pro- 


pent:tic ro 


c ſirie to good wordes, and his in- ,., ods 
e 1 diſpoſition to rough ſpeeches ; the &coxrs 

c minde of man is naturally ſtub- 
- borne 
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borne, and rather followeth wich 
Natwrs cs \\;llingnefle then will bee led by 
max eft, bum 1. O x 
arm harlh mcanes, anda minde ouer- 
qa a8re, 1yeighed with the violence of paſſi- 
fan 8: ons, will ſcarce admit the freed 
Sen. de cle. bb, ONS, w1 carce agmit 1e ITCC ome 
x.cap.24, of reproote which reaſon might 
: — warrant, For there 1s no creature 
mine, quodg, MOre Waiward then man,nor which 
ermane  Quoht to be handled with more art, 
trattins debet. q Hh [l '« F i f lik 
Sex de clem, 311d WEE (Nall hnde TEPTIOOIC LIKE VN» 
Tricam eſtillat to the Saunne and the forme in the 
penereſmeſt Fable; if it be milde and comtorta- 
ous, AT 14 Au- ble, like the Tunne Beames, it makes 
cir quam aman calt off his cloake; but if jt be 
Fas. turbulent & ſtormic, it cauſeth him 
to wrap it morecloſe about him, a 
gentle and louing reproote makes a 
Plas itag, pro6- man caſt away his tranſgreſſion, bue 
os e7- violent & tempeſtuous words cauſe 
reptis, quam |)" 
twhalentance him moreto cleaue to finne : for 
6yjeno.Amb. when a (weeteand louely nature is 
wildly handled, it makes a man not 
only to hate and deteſt the Setyre; 
but by accident, it poſleſſeth the 
mind, with a more fierie and furi- 
ous 
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h OUS diſpoſition, then that which 

y comes by nature, and this kind of v- 

_ ſage, wasa Remors or let to the Ga- 

_— larhians, whereby they were rather 

e. | prouokedand{tirredvp to hatred 

t { andenuy, to ſnarling and biting Gal.e.x, 

2 ; atthereprouer, then to be bettereq Hi avrem 

1 by reprehenſ1ons and reproote, and havens procate- 

F we ſhall finde it farre better to vie v6. (ed mags 

. curtcous and gemfle per{waſions, —_ - 2 

- then to enforce by bad language & remo-dendum 
ill tearmes; fora fcruile and violent Poncabomur. 

conſtraint exaſperates free ſpirits, © 


and like Sampſons foxes /cts all on Jude, 15 4% 
fire, and maketh ſuch as would bee 
reclaimed with the violence of 
ſweere and (calonable words, cuen 
to caſt away ſhame , and perſcuere 
in faultes. Therefore if ever wee 
make account to benefit any by re- 
' prehenſions, [et vs roote out theſe 
fbras, and rootes of bitterneſſe,and 
plantethe hearbe Phzilantropos, Or rin. bt, nat, 
brotherly loue in eur heartes, then {#.24 cap, 19, 
may wee {tay our mindes with a 
good 
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3 Argument 
15 to conlider 
our {ciucs, 


1 What wee 
hauc beenc, 


T.3.3.3. 


Eph, 2, 12, 


good perſwaſion ro better the ve- 
progxcad, 
Third argument. 

Thirdly it the two former will 
not perſwade to milde & gentle re- 
prehenſions , then let vs confider 
our own weakneſlc, calling to mind 
what wee haue beene, what wee are 
and what we may be. 

Firſtlet vs conſider what wee 
were and haue beene., This S* Paw/ 
would haue T7t#s to put his audi- 
tors in mindof, that they ſhould 
ſpeake cuillotno man, that zhey 
ſhould bee no brawlers, but gentle, 
ſhewing all meckene/Je unto all men, 
For (ſaith he) wee our ſelues were 
ſometimes fooliſh, diſobedicnt , dee 
ceining ſerning diuerſe lufts & plea- 

fares, we were once without Chriff, 
and aliants from the common-wealth 
of Iſratl, and were ſtrangers from 
the couenant of promiſe, and had no 
hope, and were with)ut God inthe 
world. Once likewiſe we were o_ 
an 
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re- | andweakein grace, andin the heat 
of youth; and had much trouble & 
| dithcultic, inencountring and pal- 


vill | ſfingrthevaniticof that age; & there 
re- was lefle probabilitie in vs of tha: 
er good wee haue, then in them wee 
1d reproue, for which cauſe we hauc 
re no more reaſon,in a bitter reproote, 


to vaunt our fclues ouer our bre- 


ee thren,then the wall whereon the ſun 
ul ſhines, (though it ſelfe baſe) ſhould 
f= contemne the marble wall, becauſe 
d it is in ſome obſcure place where the 
, Sunn isnotlo powertull - though 
z in procelle oftime itmay recciue 


morelight and influence from the 

ſunne then that doth. Take wee 

heed then,in our reproofe,wee hauc 

reſpect to what we were at firſt our- 

{clucs,and what the reprooued may 

come to, for otherwiſe , it wee haue 

not a care, hee ſhall bee our 1udge 
in concluſion, whoat firſt was guil- _ eng 

ty to vs, and to our reprehenſion. ane arr wn, 
Sccondly letvs weigh with our 2d —_— 

ſclues ® 


yy 


[ ho "lh 


—_ 
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{clues what we are for time preſent, 
namely fo weak as not able to ſtand 
one hower by our owne ſtrength & 
abilitic; but as S, Paw/ſaith, By the 
grace of God 1 am that I am, & here- 
\ Cor. 15.18, 10 Wee ſhall finde more cauſe of be- 
Su:ſemeuy, Walling our owne finnes, then ordi- 
_w _ narily co controll the faults of o- 
This frequenter ECTS, WE haue more need to breake 
reptbendar: open the ſteele gates of our owne 
ſed un ſcmelipſo Lreafts, wherein our finnes lic hid- 
quid lugeai: ter; Ms 
den, then violently to ruſh into the 
coffers of other mens infirmities:and 
to con(ider with our fclues what 
Oued malmm f1nnes wee haue of late mortihed, 
_— _ before we ſtrike ovr neighbour vioo 
_— lently onthe face, leai: /: be faidto 
lob.4.3, VS aSE/iph.:> to 2b, Behold thou haſt 
tauzht many, and ſIyengi/icned the 
weary handes: thy words haue infor- 
med him that was faii/n7, and thou 
hat wpheld the weake knees: but 
now it is come pon thee, and thou 
art priewed, it toucheth thee and thou 
#rF troabled, and [kt vsfay with - 
«1:17. Pan 
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Paul and Barnabas, Sirs, """y aoe 
gee theſe things? we alſo are men of 
like paſſuons with you, for there is no 
man {wing that can ſay ot himſelte 
as our Sautour Chrif, which of you 9.3.46. 
conmneeth me of funne 2 Bur 1t rhere 

bee any man, that in his owne eyes 

ſcemes thus holy, {et him caſt the ay, 
fir ff flone at him that | mneth, H 

vina:ura!ll then doe thoſe Se. 

which bcholding ſo much the faults 

ot ochers, torgette their owne fra1l- 

ty and humane nature, VVhat? are E' qvidſuntſe. 
they not men as well as others? I pa 
they will bee men and not beaſts, &>ipjg, uſe. 
how vnhumaneare they, who think- 
ing they can neuer tuſhciently ag- 
grauate the finnes of others, forger 

their ownec tranſgrefſions? or it they _—_ le- 
doc remember them , Wruc their — 
owne in the duſt, and others in '/. 
marble- 
Thirdly and laftly,let vs conſider 3 ewe 

what wee our ſclues may fall into. n_— 
Conſider thy/elfe lea 2 thou alſo Lee 


remyted 


AQ.14.15, 
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Others there are /and ſometimes 
good men) who will ſtrialy con- 
demne that which themſelues fall 
iato, Thus it was with Dazd, who 
when Nathan the Prophet made re- 
lation vnto him of one that had ra- 
ken away a poore mans lambe, Da- 
wids anger was greatly kindled 4- Sam.'3.5, 


| gainſt the man, andhe ſaid t0 Na- 
' than, CAsthe Lord lineth the man 
| that hath dome this thing ſhall ſurely 
| ye, But when Na#has (aid tohim 


thou art the man, then he was both 


aſhamed and filent. Thus «4s hear- 


ing that Thaear had played the 
harlot, preſently cries out, bring her 
forth and let her be burnt, but when 
ſhe ſhewed vnto him, the Szgners Genait,z5.10 
and Bracelets & the ftaſfe, as teiti- 
monies of his owne abomination & 
filehineſſe, then hee could not bur 
confeſle, that ſhe whom he fo raſhly 
had condemned, was more righte- 
0us then hineſelfe, Thus when men 
hauc heard relation of the faules of 


G others, 


- _— — — - - —— — —— 


-others, and the odioulnefle of the 
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ſame, they arercady ona ſudden, to 
condemne them to the preateſt 
iudgement they can thinke of ; but 
whenthe fame imperſcaions are 
laid co their owne charge, then they 
grow more remiſle and mercitull, 
yea good men [I lay, oftentimes 
ſparc themſelues in great offences, 
whereas trifles in others ſhall haue 
Summum tus. Extreame right , ex- 
treame wrong , and though ſome 
times like the w00ne they arcull of 
blots and imperfections, yet (2C> 
cording to the prouerbe) they 
willlooke beyond the 9200ne, and 
complaine again(t the leaſt moat 
they behold inthe Senne, yea wee , 
ſhall finde the moſt wicked men that 
live, like barren rocks and moun- 
taines, complaine of a fruitfull and 
fertile ſoyle, becauſc here and there 
ſpringes vp#rthifile anda weed, and 
the cauſe is, men are given more to 
lee int9 the fatiltesot others, then 
their 


— 


—_ - 


— 
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their owne, For euery man (faith 
eM(op) hath a wallet hanging vpon 
his ſhoulders; the one halte l1anges 
vpon our breaſt, and the other halſe 
vpon our backe: the former is full 
of other mens faules, which we con- 
tinually behold: that part which is 
behinde, and loaden with our owne 


| offences, wee neuer tegard,nor caſt 


an eyetowards it, & by this meanes 


| wee become vnmerciſult towards 


others,& tao ſparing to our ſelues. 
Therefore to movie vs to pitti aid 
commilſeration in our reproofes to 
»: Aut ſumus a 
our brethren, let vs cotſider that &i- /yanacy 
ther wee hauc beene,are,or may bee funueye qwd 
as had as they that ſume. = 
The third circumſtance in the man- 
ner of reprouing. 
Now thethirdand Jaſt circum: 3 Circum- 
Nance w be conſidered in the man- f2n<t inthe 
. | ' | Manner of re« 
ner ofreprooſe is Courage and mag- proving is 
nanimitte; as well as ' wildome, and Courayr, 
gentleneſſe, we mult hauc the Oare 
of - loue andthe Oare of. feare to 
G 2 worke 


- 


% © 
| ECT 
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Roman > . _— . 
om nm worke in the delinquent, by the im- 
meris,Plag, Partiall courage, of a wile reprouer:- 
Herein wee mult be like che Bee, 
which is notall hony, it hath a ſting 
alſo, and our reproofe mult be tem- 
Forizer ſuazis pered according tothe riddle of 
PR -” < amp[0n; both ſtrong in ſweetneſle, 
ludg.14 14, and {wceetin ſtrength, otherwiſ: we | 
ſhall finde but little profit redownd 
to our labours, for : andy loue & 
faire meanes winne and recall ſome: 


yet there arc others that wee muſt 


lude. 23, 
awe with feare pullizy them out of 
the fire, thele_ muſt bee handled 
roughly (as Hager was) for as all 
Prodaces evis- 


<4 menflcepe not alike, ſy neither are 
werbera, .- , ©. they to be wakened alike, ro ſome 
we mult giue the breaſt, co others 

the rodde; otherwiſe by ſparing 

_ welpill, 

Twothings i Our Cowrage mult conſiſt in two 
*obeconlde: things, Frſt that we ſpare to reprouc 
wen the perſon ofno man, when we haue 
authority to rceproue. Secondly 

that welet paſſe no fin in the party 

reproued, Furſt 


— IRS . 
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Firſt we muſt ſhew our true zeale 1 Property of 
and courage in reprouing whom- >: 
locuer wee ſee ſfinne. Herem weare 
bound to fay as Nathan to Dazid. 

Thou art the man, as Elias td Ahab, , Sm. 
It ts thog and thy fathers hoaſe that 1 Kings 18.18, 
trouble Yſracl, Azaria rebaked w2- *<N46.18, 
2i4h. It partaineth not to thee to 
barne incenfe Afa reproued his mo- 
ther, Yea wee muſt reprouc Father Luk.14 26, 
and Mother, end wife,and children 

ard brethren and fiſters, be they nc- 

uer ſo deare, or neere vnto'vs by the 

bonds of lone or relation. Let vs not 

doe as many puſillanjmous 8& cfic- 

minate ſpirits, who dare aduenture 

to check an inferior, butto a man in 

power they dare not fay as /0bnBap- 

tiff ro Herod, it is mot lanyall for Mi 1. 4. 
thee, they will aduenture perhaps 

to throw aſtoneata Dopee, bur to 

looke but'a' Lyow in the face they 
darenot, Some againe will nor 

ſticke to bee couragious in their re- 
prehenſions, bur their rebuke ſhall 
2G Allan 


1 King.15.13, 


86 


AS 
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nong, 


—_— 


 —— 


Dat veniam 


cornu werat © 


rather vpon vertue then ypon vice; 


cenſura calm. 30d ſo.reproue where they ſhould 


# 


bes luaen.(it.x cherith & maintaine, this is as met- 


lob.40,23. 


tell in a blind horſe, & doth endan« 
ger both hisowne life, and the life 
of him who ſhould be his guide, It 
isneceſlary that our reproote ſhould 
be ſetled vpon a right obiet, and 
then letitbein vs as powder to the 
buller, to offer violence ypon the 
face ofany ſinner, and like the flam- 
ing ſword in the Cherubime band to 
keepe him from forbidden fruit, 
Though a (inner ſwell with pride & 
contempt,as Behemoth with /ordan; 
it he be ©4eag let him ſuffer as well 
as the poorelt Amalakite. Let vs not 
ſticke to. touch the hole of the Aſpe; 
and to lay aus handes vpon the den 
of the Cackatrice; then ſhall wee 
(hew our truc valour indeed, euery 
coward dares ſet his foot, ypon a 
poore ſilly worm , becauſe it hath no 
power to, xcliſt,, but hee is the belt 
man that gages: encounter where 
greateſt 


-— — 


| Courage in ſparing the perſon of no 


| ported commonly that there ts forni- 
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grcatelt oppolition is. 
Secondly as wee muſt know our 2 Property of 
, tiue Courage, 
man, fo likewiſe in ſparing the finne 
ot no pcrlon,we muſt deale as Saint 
Paul with the Corinthians, who no- 
minates their ſinne tothem. 77 z5 re- 1 Cor.;.1, 


cation amongſt you: wee mult deale 
with our fricnds as the Pazrter dealt 
with Alexander, who painted him 
out curiouſly, yertwith his ſcarre 
in his face,and C/itw that loucd him 
beſt, condemacd and reproued his 
quafhng.(though for the manner he 
did it ſo vnaduiſedly as it coſt him 
his lite). Thus muſt we ſpare no ſinne 
wee {ce in others, but difcouer and 
make it manifeſt:Imitating the skil- 
full painter, who thadoweth a man 
in all his partes, and giueth enery 
peece his juſt proportion:thus in our 
reproofe ve mult decipher out, and 
thew eucry humour in the kinde: & 
as the Chijrargion that maketh the 
 - - _ Ana- 


Mar, 10, 28, 


Dui tioent 


ſuper e03 nix. 
Pro 1.29.25, 
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pr mnem, ivet og, Solo mon 
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Anatomie, (heweth as well the mu/- 

cles inthe heele, as the veines inthe 
heart. So inour reprouing,we muſt 
faichfully and fully ſer downe the 
faultes of the parry offending, that 
he may borh {ce ir and ſhunne 
them. Let vs n03 bee feareſull toofc 
fenamen,whole breath is in his noſt- 
rills, bu let vS feare God, who is able 
#0 cat both/ſoule and body into hell 
fire, leaſt(according to the old pro- 
verbe) whileſt we ſcare the froſt, we 
be ouerwhelmed with the ſnow for 
ſaith, The ftare of 
men bringeth « ſnare, but who 
/ pre his trufl in the Lord, 
ſball be /afe, Here then are all 
{uch to bee reproued who want 
courage in this chriſtian duty 


Eſpecially Miniters & M agiſtrats 


who haue moſt authority to re- 
proue. It is a ſhame to fee a Mine- 
fer ſtand like Harpoerates the eAf- 
gyptian God, with his fingers in his 


mouth when Z2bc/is building , and 


{finng 


| 
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finne reacheth vp to the heauens. 
Shame ut is that the Magrſtrate_ 
ſhould nor be ſuch a man, as /ethyo 
counſelled Moſes to make choice of; 
« an of courage, fearing God, and 
whereas he is ſliledGoas ſword bea- 
rer , wot to weare it toraithew and 
fornought , hee doth not execute 
wrath vpon him that doth evill, bur 
lets all runneat Randam,which way 
it will. Or if he doth any thing, there 
isno more life in his ationsthen in 
a child that is ſtill borne. Yea the 
Minter that ſhould fight with the 
ſword of their ſpirit,and the Atag#- 
ſtrate with the ſword of juſtice, 
both of the ler the ſword lye, as the 
ſword of Gof44h ruſting behinde the 
Ephod: and like the Sword-fijb,they 
haue a {word but no heart; or like a 
cowardly Gallant , they carry a 
{word about them , but dare not 
drawe it,though their cauſe bee ne- 
ver ſogoodandhoneſt. Letmead- 
viſe therelore beyh inifter and 
- Magiſtrate 


_ — _ — — 


Exod.18.2 x, 


Rom.13.4. 


1.5am, 21.94 
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1.Chro.19 .t2, 
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Magiſtrate to put on courage asa 
garment vypon them , and though 
they ſhould bee much oppoſed p 
franc and finfull men, yerler 4 
with the Hor/ſencigh at the Trum- 
pet, and with the Leviathan laugh 
at the ſpeare , and make difficulties 
whetſtones to fortitude , let them 
conioyne and vnite their forces to- 
gether , and ſay toone another as 
toab to Abiſhas. If the A ſſyriqns 

be 200 ſlrang for me , then thou 
helpe me: os ifthe children of _— 
mon be too ſtrong for thee then 1 will 
helpe thee, Euen (0 if anarimy of (in. 
ners ſhall affront cither X4agi/trate 
or X4n;fter,let them conioine their 
power and courage, tothe cutting 
downeal] monſtrous and prodigi- 
ous outrages ; then ſhall we ſee that 
ſinne will not ſo abound amongſt 
many , and the iudgement of God 
ſhall be prevented fro falling down 
vpon vs all, 


CHAP; 


> —- 7 i .& x 
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CHAP. 4» 
Inſlrattion the firſt. 


Owin Ml third place, it Ifthe 
doctrine of reproofe bee ſo ! Infruttion 
neceſſary and profitable. gin: ma, 
This ſhould _—_ vs that on of reproote, 
S.Paw/to keep our ſelues blameleſſe py, 15 
ana harmelefſe, the ſonnes of Goa 
without rebuke, in the midſt of « 
crooked perverſe nation, among ſt 
whom wee ſhine 4s lights in the 
world. And though we cannot but 
conuerſe with ſinners, and be bchol- 
ders of the {ines of others , yetler 
vs hauca carc,that wee bee not infe- 
Red with their cuill manners. Let vs 
be like the bird Trochilas , that li- 
veth ia the mouth 'of the Crocodle 
and isnot ſpoiled: like the $4/4/94- 
ar that lies in the fire, and is not 
burne 
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burnt,or like fiſh that liue and ſwim 
Piſces is (as jn; the (altſea,and yet aſt not of the 
_ falt. And the rather becauſc as Saint 
referux. Ligf, Johw ſaith , wee haue reccaued the 
_— ub. 2. onction of the ſpirit, now oyle 
x 10b.2.20,27, though it bee powred into other li- 
quors,yet it ſwimmes on the top, & 
keepesitfelfe vnmixed. So though 
wee cannot but mix our ſclues with 
the world in naturall aQtions, yet in 
ſpiritual affaircs ler vs ſtriuc alwaies 
to ſwimme aloft , leaſt the wicked 
ones of this world (like curſed 
{ham)behold our nakednefſe , and 
Gen.g.zz, fportthemfelues at our ſhame: for 
we ſhall finde them to make a ſmall 
faulr in a profeſſor to exceed tn wic- 
kedneſſe the greateſt of their owne. 
And ſothat finne which was not ta- 
ken notice of before a mans con- 
verſion,will proue a great difgrace 
and ignominic to him , in time of 
his good conuerſation. For as whe 
a coinely and deleable picture & 
porrraiture be cut or drawne our, tt 
| matter- 


” —— —— —— —_ - -..ww DC  ——  o_—_ _—_— —  — ———  — —— 


© W——— oo —_—_—__ 


Memor andum, oc. 


93 


mattereth not much how vneuen & 
knotty the bord be, whereypon it 1 
to be drawne; but when oncethe 
picture is haiſhed and brought 
to perfeion , then the leaſt knot or 
blemiſh will ſceme a great deformi- 
ticand diſgrace to the picture. In 
like manner, though it bee not of ſo 
great importance and obſeruation, 
our follies and errours committed 
in theold man: yer ſecing God hath 
wrought the ſacred impreſſion of 
his boly ſpiritin our hearts , if wee 
_ inordinately now,and notac- 
cording to the Jaw of God, the leſ- 
{cr blemiſhes and imperſeQions of 
our ſoules wil proue more diſgrace- 
Full and odious in the eics of the 
world, in regard wee hauethe con- 
fuſed Chaos of nature in vs,transfor- 
med according to the image of 
God. Bur to keepe mee tny mat- 
cer in hand; the beſtand way 
ko keepe 0 from the ſinnes of 
others, and from the aſpertion « 
(4 


_-* 


— 
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the wotld, will bee to haue nothing 
ro doe with the men nor their man- 
ners: but rather to take the counſel! 
| of Solomon; Enter not into the path 
F—_ bY the wicked, and goe not in pre/20 y 
of evill men. 1 might lay downe ma- 
ny reaſons why wee ſhould neither 
Plal.s,,, palkenor fand.not fit with wicked 
men. But theſe few arguments may 

moue Vs. 
Firſtſuch as wee cotnmonly and 
_—_— bt haue ſociety with , ſuch 


to difſwade ys 
fromill com» commonly we are our ſclues:there- 


pany. fore ordinarily to , aſſociate with 
wicked men, is a{igrie ofa wicked 
diſpoſition:And therefore the Lace- 
demonians that they might the ber- 
cer vnderſtand the quahry and coh- 
dition of their children , were wont 
to enquire what companions t 
linked thinſelues withall And ry, 
vie of company and acquaintance 

Factorie: id Auguſte make, who being at 

| a Combate,whete there was a great 
company of people, amongſt -— 

rc 


— 
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reſt, his two daughters 1#/74 and Lz+ 

viswere preſent; who therevpon 

tooke occaſion to marke what com- 

pany reſorted to rhem, to court and 

ſalute them : and ſeeing that graue 

Senators talked with Livia, & looſe Duct quidim 
ſtriplings, and riotous perſons with 72 /* atwnx. 
Ielia: hee therevpon knew the con- yy, ws 
ditions & inclinations @f this daugh- 
ters. Thus may wetake it for gran- 
ted, chat fo long asa man doth com |. . 
monly & frequently with a full con- —_— ; 
ſent of minde haunt the company miſervr, malus 
of wicked men, that he is ſuch a one ©: 
himſelfe. Therefore ler vs reſolue 

with David , not td fit with waine Plal5 4. 
perſons , nor to abide with di(ſem. 
blers. Neither letvs bee partakers 
with them; for though we were ſome 


—_— 


— — — — 


Eph, 5.7.8, 


' #imes darkneſſe,yet now we are light 


inthe Lord: let vs therefore walke 
45 children of the light. 
Secondly keeping company with 


2 Argumenc 


wicked men,doth not onely giue a to ditf»ade ve 
man his denomination: bur likewiſe Ton com: 


' 


it 


—— - 
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Proy.ns, 25. 


it doth by a ſecret infu(ion of fans, | 


wondertnlly infec the ſoule of mi. 
And hee that affociateth with euill 
men mult needs /carne thery wayes. 
Sinne amongſt men is like the ror 
amongſt ſheepe,its catching and in- 
feious . If wee {leepe with dogees 
wee (Fall bee ſure ro ſwarme with 
fleas, if we fly with Ofrrages and 
Pelicans wee cannot but haue a 
tincture of their wild nature, and 


Gen.30.35.39 like Jacobs ſheepe ys WCE (hall con- 


ceiue and bring forth according to 
the obieQs ſer before vs,yea though 
before wee goe into wicked com- 
pany,we may reſolue not to paitake 
oftheir ſinnes; yer the beſt men ſhall 


Finde it as impoſſible _ to frequent 


ordinarily cuill company, and to 
returne from them as good as when 
they went in,as for RR ro liue 
amongſt bryars and thornes, and 
not to leaue ſome of their woll be- 
hind them, for the beſt men are like 
wax, as apt to teceiue the impreſſi- 
on 


| 


—— -- 


Memorandum, cc 


| ——— Fs 


__— —_— 


IG | on of finne, as that of grace, ain as 

bs | thoſe that goe 11ito the Saunie bc. 

Ill ' come Sunne burnt, thought ticy 

| g£0C nor lor that 1,1tznt, So CY Ah 

o | BIc into wicked loCicty , LECOnc ln Ov.13.20, 
n* | worſethenthey were, cuen whilcil Cs OT 
_ they tlijuke notol It, cucn as (are Pans 
th eyes doc infect the ſound, winlicit _— of Pa 
id we expect no milclucte ata!l, Zur... pare 
pe ſome man may ſay, I may doc gaod vvct, 
d | toſome which are bad, by going 

” | into their compauyz by my 1c- 

k provfes exhortations and good ex - | 
amples. Ianſwere;Ictisa great bay ce 
2nd zard whether thou cault better the 

1 bad, but its ten to one thou keeper 

| thy ſclte from doing any good in 

it | Yeu 

meane time, and with D444 thun py, 

by | mult refraine thy tongue (rom gc04d | 

N | ſpeech whileſt the wicked are in pre- 

1 | ſence, tor vagodly men will keepe 

Boa others from goduneſle, as the dead 
” | carkaſcs did the RagenfioinNoahs 

I | CArke, and as the Loaaſtouc CUWOT 


dray yron, if the Diamond 17 by it: 
b_ | H t0 
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{ocneither canne the ſou'c of a chri- 


ill company are preſent. Let vs not 
thinke ro imitate the Greftey 


tree.Nor to be like the Bee the ſweet. 

neſle of whole nature,makes things 

of another nature ſweet, Let vs not 

thinke the life of grace in vs, will 

make them aliue ro goodnefſle, but 

rather they being dead in ſinne,may 

kill our vertues. It is written of 24e- 

vrars corner. Actin the Tyrant, that he ioyned 
sf Jad bodies with the liuing, by the 
morize vixie, dead did notreuiue by the lining, 
but the liuing putrified by the dead. 
Therefore ſecing euill company is 

ſo dangerous and infeQious, let vs 

doelike the Swallowes who durſt 

notcome within Thebes becauſe the 

walls were ſo often beſciged : Ler 

vsnot puton winges to fly into 

ſuch company, whoſe manners 

proue continuall enimies to _our 

foules, but when wee hauc to doe 

any 


ſtian be tractable to goodneſle when | 


who ioynes good fruit toa Crab- | 


| 


ww: .,. > a 2 4 cc, © -=@ 


ms 4 ws ws ty mc wes @ aA mrwws ay T7 


ps a =X 


w— 


Te me ——_—_—_————_ -—O— 


_— IS. 


_— 


Memory anaum,cfc 


99 


any thing with them, or by them, 
letvs doc as the E2yptian. dogges at 
the riuer Nzlus tor teare of the Cro- 
codile who lapand runne, not mak- 
ing any ſtay by them leaſt they 
ſhould be deuoured. Inlike man- 
ner let vs be chary how we come 
into the company of wicked men, 
leaſt whileſt wee intend to reprone 
and better them, wee our ſelues are 


| reproued and made worſe, 


And weare bound in duty not 


| only to keepe our ſelues our ofthe 


| company of euill men, & from their 


infection; but likewiſe as occaſion 
ſcrues, to condemne and reprouc 


| their wicked behaviours; and as euc- 


ty Bee hath a-ſting ro rovſe vp the 
Drone, and if any be naſtie and vn- 
whollome, tro make them mundifie 
andcleanſe themſelues : So cuery 
Chriſtian muſt hauea rongue to 
raiſe vp the ſhggard, from his finne, 


tor as Solomon faith The words of Eccl.13,17, 


the wiſe are as goades and pricks in 
Hz the 


IOO 


Obicda, 


Anſwere, 


Prov.22.2z3. 


— 
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the fide of the ſiugoard, t; heedeg let 


the tathcr deale with ins children, 
the maſter with his fſeruants, & one 
fricad tauhtully wich another, But 
foreman may obicct and ſay, [I 
would willingly reprouc ſuch and 
{ach a friend,but Lknwow not how he 
willtake it , and fo happily I may 


loole my friend and iny ſabour at 


once, I an{were. Neucrthelefle thou 
muſt pertorme thy chriſtian duty, 
and leaue the cucnt to God , who 
hath the hearts of all men in his 
hands, and can turne them as the 
waters; and withall let vs conſider 
the laying of Solomo. He that rebuk- 
eth a man, afterwards ſhall find: 
more fawour, then he that flattereth 
with ihe. tongue , behdes 1t wee 


ſhou'd kool a friend by our wile & | 
holy rebukes, wee thall bee fureto | 


hndea friend of God, and howloc- 
uer it (hall ta'l out that the reproued 
thall not takeit in as good part, as 


[tis gluen, yet tis berter for VS An d | 


F mM 
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him, that wee ſhould ſuffer his an- 
2, | geranddiſpleaſure,When his ſinne 
nc anddeſtrution. Orit wee can doe 
| himno good by our rebukes, yer 
I | weemult reproue him: andindeed 
nd | Godrequires not at our handes the 
| cure of the parti® wee deale with, 
ay | thatimultbee wronght by hisowne 
art | hand and mercyzonly Wee are COMme 
| manded to hane a care ouer one a+ 
ty, | nother: Chri# like the good Sama- Lukt 5.33.34, 
10 ritan,requires the ſeeing to the ma, 
1s | hehimſelte will pay for his coſt, and 
he | heale his perſon. Therefore let eve- 
ry man reſolue with that | Heather 
| Dinine, | dare make 1{o bold, as to — 
ae | tellatranſgrefſour of his faulrs, if I 11, oidocke 
1b | cutnot away his vices, ©I will not. / #9z exciders, 
<c | withſtanding inhibite them. And ONION 
& | thatourreproofes may' the better 
tw | take impreſſion in the heartes of 
c- | the reproned iris very requiſite that 
ed  weekeepeour ſelues wiſported of 
as ſuch finnesas we gainſay in others, 
:d | by which mcancs weethall bee ſure 
to 
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ro conuiace the conſcience of the 

{inner , of the crrour of his actions, 

which wee by an holy and heaucaly 

contrariety doe contrary,and indeed 

this is the bet reproote ot all, when 

by a contrariety of carriage wee 

make manileſt the ſinnes of others, 

» reformingourſelucs firſt, and then 
Charies erim endeauouring the good of others, 
— = and this is it which God requires of 
prixs cxwam ſu; CUCTY reproouer. But alaſſe this 
gh babes, courſe is contrary to the carriage of 
Stele * many, who prattice themſclues in 
the reformation of others, bur ſel- 

dome looke home to theirowne 

rw rom arc = vato _ of = 
_—— Galatbians, Who would needs 
7 ry {ceme berrer then others, who be- 
—— ing themlelucs carnall would with 
1 much ſeucritic condemne thoſe 
:« merdebent hich fell | mecrely . of infirmity, 
—_ —_— theſe men, haye cyes-. with double 
firnuatem de- balls to ſee with, and tiand outot 


me the head, - nearer to other men then 


6.1, to themſelues, ttaring at fayltes 


COMm« 
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committed abroad,but blind as bee- 

Ss, | {les to bchold their owne Corrupti- 9 meivr tandem 
ly ons: and fo they reproue the ſmaller \g;17; 79s, 
ed | offences of others with greater of ti6.z, Sat.z. : 
en | theirowne , andrhus according to 

ec | the Prouerbe vice correds finne, 799M 

S, | Theſe menare like vnto the bs, a - 
N | preat birde in thecittic of A/rxen- 

S, | dria in Egypt, which was kept only 

ft | to deuoure the garbage and offall, 

's [andto cleanſe rhe ſircets, but ſhee 

f | leſt of her owne filth and beaſtli- 


neſſe, more noylome behind her, 


| thus many will controll the faylings a —___ 


N 
© | of others, with greater impurity & 
© | impiery of their owne, theſe men 
5 | ſeldome doe good, bur rather hurte 
- | to them they reproue, they doe as 
| | it were put their durtie fingers to 
* | wipeoutthe moatthey behold in 
 { theeye oftheirbrother, which ca- 
' | thercauſeththe cyetoperiſh, then 
helpes the ſight. Therefore I will 
; ſtrive firſt to caſtout the beame out 
of mine owne eye, that thereby I 
H 4 may 


_—— 
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may more clcarcly ſce to caſt the 
-. -moatc.out of my brothers cye: I will 
facſt lcarne.ta hate and forſake mine 
© owne {;nnc;.beforc I ſharpely re- 
Rrouc: itn anarher; lealt thatſpeech 
at our Seayggyr, bee applied tome as 
to theP.bar1{ee, T how hypocrite firſt 
c 4/7 oat » C76, = 
Init: wition the ſecond, 

— _«Thwallo inthe ſecond place may 
> Inrunon {uife vst0 betre the word of exhor- 
proote, tation and reproofe, and to endurea 
Heba3.23. memorandum for our miſcarriages, 

 andif atriend (hall (trike vs on the 
one gliccke with reprehenſion let vs 

be ſo fare from refiſting, that wee 

Matg29. rather turne #0 him the other cheeke 
4//a, It was:the wiſdome of the Pro- 

het to {uhinit limſclfc ro the check 

at Nathanand to yecld his necke 

(as 1t were) to the blocke for his ini- 

2.Sam, 13.13. quiry:he ſcrucd not Nathanas Ahab 
tcruced Elah, wholicld bim for the 

Days of the land and troubler of 

1 King.18.17. //7gch, becaulg hee tolJ him of his 
ſinncs 


Mat.7.5. 
Luk,6.4 , 
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h | ſinnes: neither vied him as /croboams 
vill | didthe Prophet of 1udah, cauſe his 
ine | ſeruant t'» lay hold on him : neither 
re- | tellshimheeis a Prophet as wellas 
<< | himſelte, and therefore Mrdjce cn x 


as | geipſum. Phyſitian heale thy ſelte; 11; .4.15, 
7/4 | buthequietly ſubmits himfelte vn: 
| derthecen{ure of the Prophet , and 
therod of God, to doc what hee 


yy | would withhim. Thus ought we to 

Pa. behave our ſelues when wee are rc- 

A proued:not with wicked and gain- 

*, | fayingSpints, be more outragious 
ic | when we are told of our faults ; but 
'S rather take occaſion thereby to fur- 
( | ther our ſclues in goodneſſe: and 
e { thoughinpartweebee in the right 
. | way,ycelctinſtruQtion & reproofe 
\ | be ynto vs,as the winde to a ſhip,ra- 
C | cher make'vs goe faſter though we 
- haue already'thetide, Ler vs thicke 
; | our {clues more bound to a faithfull 

> fricnd , that, wiſely reprotics our 
t | faults,then to all the adulrerous flat- 
5 | gcrics, and Syrens ſonges, of ſuch t 
4 

f1 


Eccl7.5. 


Prov,z7.5.6, 


2.King,9,30, * 


HChriffian 
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ſhall ſooth vs vp in our iniquities; 
knowing that the corrofiue which 
healcth with paine, is better thEthe 
fling ofthe Serpent that killeth with 
pleaſure. Andas Solomon ſaith. /t 
6 better to heare the rebuke of the 
wiſe then for « man to heare the ſong 
of fooles. Tea open rebuke better 
thenſecret loue,and faithfull are the 
wounds of a friend , but the kiſſes of 
41 enimy are deceitful. And indeed 
there is more hope of good, in that 
man that will take well the correQti. 
onsof a faithfull friend, then of him 
who will ſwallow downe the ſuge- 
red wards of a perfidious heal 
who only layes healing plaiſters to 
the ſore, ro skin it aloft, when there 
is more need of corraſiues to eat 
out the dead fleſh thatis withinzthus 
whiltcheir ſpeeches arc faire like 
ezabel vnder painting , and their 
mouthes ſeeme to be full of Near, 
yet thegall ofbitterneſle is in their 
hearts, and they are deceitful! - all 
LIL 
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their waies. Therefore when our 
friend ſhall tell vs of our faults, yea 
chough hee doe it with the more 
ſharpneſle,yer let vs freely and wil- 
lingly beare the ſame , though hec 


burne our ſore,or lance our wound, ,,,,.,, . 
yet let vs vndergoe it with patience wenn &(+- 
in our felues, and love to the Phyf1- © 


tian of our ſoules. Let vs ſtrive to 
compoſe our minds to a good do- 
cility and morigerous rolleration, 
that no wife objurgartion & chidiny 
proue bitter to vs,jburt thoſe corre- 
ions which breath kumanity and 
clemency, and ariſe from a placid & 
beneuolous minde, let vs receiue 
them louingly and beare them pa- 
tiently, reſoluing with the Prophee 
David. Let the richteow ſmite mee 
it ſhall be kindneſſe, and ttt him re- 
proume me it ſhall be an excellent oy/e, 


which ſhall not breake my head. But Obic&, 


ſome man mayfobicQ and ſay, thac 
he that reproues him doth it out of 
malice , and therefore why ſhould 
he 


IO07 


niew 1117 4- 
, APUT, 


Pſ.141.5 


I; C briftian 


Anſw. 


Vna eademg, 
anus villhs 


#pemq, lulits 


ObicR, 


he harken to his reprehenfions? [ 
anſ{were,though hee ſhould fayle in 
the manner ol reproote; yet let vs 
make the beſt vie we canot it, and 
though _ reproues, aimes at 
our diſcredit and ignominic, yet let 
vs {true co conuert it to Our god: 
as hee that would haue ſmore Jaſon 
to the heart, by accident opened his 
impoitume and faued his life. Or as 
Achilles, who when hee wounded 
Tetephes withthe ruſt of that ſpeare 
which (hould haue killed hum ; hee 
was cured, Thus let vs ſ{trine to c6- 
vert the milchieuous end and intent 
of an enuious reprouer, to;the good 
and converſion of our owne foules. 
And make the malitions'aſpcrtions 
of our enimies to be as thornes and 
briers in our way to keepe vs from 
the forbidden-paſturcs of iniquity 
and tranſgreſſhon. But {ame man 
may further ohie@ and ſay, hee thae 
reproues meis as bad as the worlt; 
and why ſhould I be guided by him 


chat 
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that canner gouerne limfeltec > [ an- 
{were this isa fooltth & fimple pre- Anly. 
rence and excuſe ro keepe a mans 

| beloued finne; this is asitaman 
ſhould refuſe ſome foucraigne me- 
dicmnes,becauſe the Phyſitzan is licke 
of che lamedi{caſe ; how ſimple is 
that man that will recluſe the phyfic k 
of himthar cannot cure himſcltc * 
VWould notthe Loyd have been an- 
gry with Noah , if hee bad wilfully Gen.5.14. 
rcieed his owne fafery in the Arle, 
becauſe the men that builc it were 
drowned .chemſelues ? And ſhall we 
reie tho good aduices & reproots 
of a triend-. or the munſter of Gods 
word,becauſe his life isnotſo good 
as he deſires it and thine? But know 
thou this wholocuer thou arc , that 
thoughluslitebe neuer ſo bad,if his 
reprehenſions be nartotlowed, they 
will be of ſuthcient power., to con- 
demne thee at the day of Chrilt, ' 
though he thar reproucs thee ftan- 

cheth not the iſſue ot his owne cor- 

ruption, Ren 
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1 Reproofe to 


ſuch as will 
not lufter re- 
buic. 


Gal.4.16, 


Mar, 5.7, 


Reproofe the firſt. 

Here thenare to be ;eproued all 
ſuch as willnoe beare a reprehenſi- 
on vpon faults committed , burde- 
light alcogether in faire words and 
flatteries , they make reproofe the 
only choake-peare they can take, 
though it be neuer ſo ſcaſonable & 
wſt, they are rather exaſperated a- 
gainſt the reprouer , then amended 
by reproofe, thelc are like a Canon 
that is onetcharged, whe the match 
is putto it; which will cither recoile 
or burſt, fo that it proues dangerous 
to the Garner, i it coſt him not his 
life: ſo thata man may fay to them 
as S* Pawd faid to the Galathians. 
Am 1] therefore become your enimee, 
becauſe Itellyou the trath f & when 
we ſhall come tocaſt out Legions of 
fowle ſpirics out of their hearts,they 
will reply,vhat haze we to .doe with 
thee, Jeſus thea ſonne of the moſt high 
Goa? yealet the reprouer bee Ia- 
giftrate or Miniſter , they will = 

icE 
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ict malice as Ahab zor pride & am- 
bition , as Cora and his company, 
ee take 800 much wp0u you, Or as 
one of the Hebrewes to Moſes , who 
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Num,16.z, 
Exod.z, 14. 


made thee a [uage ? Some gOC far- 267-27, 


ther with Ahab to imprilon. And 
ſome with Herod,could find in their 


heartsto cur off 7ohn Baptits head, Mar,s.x7; 


and take away their lives. Yea molt 
men we ſhall hnde like Marcus An- 
tonius wile, who would haue worne 
Tuwllzes tongue in her hat, becauſc he 

ued the faults of her husband. 


Theſearc like the Horſe and Mule, ,,,, 


without vnderſtanding, leta man 
fced chem all his life time,and no re- 
{iſtance is made,but when their kee- 
per comesto let them blood , to 
drench them, or meddle with their 
ſores ( hauing no reaſon to appre- 


hend their owne good ) they ſiriue 


to miſchiclc him, that only aimes ac 
their healch; and ſome horſes there 
arc againe , which being trauclling, 
it they be ſpurred , oy Tag cbaxe 
em 
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Prov.t3.1. 


ther rather then mend their pace. 
Thus wee ſhall finde many behaue 
them(clues,when they are reproued, 
rell them of their faulrs,and ſiriuc to 
reſtore them from the diſtemper of 
their foules,and they wil inhumane- 
ly reſiſt, and brutiſhly oppoſe thoſe 
good motions. and exhortations, 
which tend to the g00d of theic 
ſoules. For as Solomon faith. He that 
hateth reproofe # brutiſh. And cor- 
reftion us grieuous to him that for- 


Prov. 5.10, ſaketh thy way. Theſe men deale 


with them that corre& their faults, 
and ſhew them their imperfeQions, 
as the Ape with the looking-glaſle, 
who beholding therein his iItauou- 
redface and feature , ſtriues by all 
meanes to breake the glaſſe where- 
in he ſeeth himlelfe. A Faithſull and 
wiſereprouer is like a looking glafſe 
wherein a man may ſec his ſpirituall 
faults and blemiſhes, a diſobedient 
and ſtubborne heart is like vnto che 


#$pe,-who ſtrives nor to mend his 
1. 
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Faults 
laſle, that i is, to miſchiefe him thar 
th his faules ope before his face, 
and this peruerſnefſe of mind [cnd- 
eth many ſoules to hell, For he that 
hateth reproofe ſhall dye. How many 
then ſhall:;ſhake hands with dearh 
and deſtruion, who being great in 
place, & eſtate, are like vnto Monnt 
Sinai, which may not bee touched, 
but he that telleth chem plainely of 
their faults , is counted prefumpru- 
ous; he that calleth a wateriſh {wel- 
ling| the dropſie,oran angry humour 
the Gout,is thought now a daies vn- 
mannerly,as though men were born 
to feed the humours of great Ones: 
in reprouing men of inferiour ranck 
we ſhall finde reprehenſion like the 
faying of a beaſt , the skinne goes 
from the body with much caſe, and 
ſittle labour ; but when wee handle 
| > men, wee ſhall finde reproofe 
icke at the head , and from thence 
the skinne of ſinne, as ofa beaſt will” 
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, but labours to breake the 


had.” 
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Pla!i.135,1, 
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14 
hardly be drawne. And this is the 
reaſon why great men are Yenifor 
in hcauen, a rare diſh ſeldome ſeen. 

The ſecond Reproofe, 

Here I may alſo checke another 
pgencration of people, who ifthey 
looke to their owne carriages, they 
relpe&t rot how others demeanc 
themſclucs. But are ready to ſay 

Gen.4,s, WithCain, Am ['my brothers kee- 
per ? And what hane I to doe with 
him? Let him looke to himfelte if he 
will. Whereas S.Pas! wiſheth vs #0 

Heb.10,24. conſider or obſerue one another, And 


Phil 2.4. h : 
1deſtica que #0 looke wot every man 10 his Ownes 


perimen; ad v- things , but every man alſo on the 
ruluatem alork, 


Anjelm, m loc. 


thengs of others ; lo tarre forth as 
they concerne the good and bene. 
fit of our brother. And fo it falleth 
out often times , that wee are more 
beholding to our foes and enimies, 
then to our friends & kindred, who 
pretend much loue to our perſons, 
but are too ſparing to our ſinnes; 


wich them they will baue nothing 
£0 
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eo todoe, or if they hauc,it ſhall be ra- 


ther to 'make and maintaine a vice 


tobe a vertue;like the Fox incA/ops 


Fables , who faid the Crow was a 
faire bird, and hada pleaſant note, 
Yea this want of reproofe may bee 
condemned much in <A a2iitrates 
and Miniſters themſclues, eſpecial- 
ly if they ſhould exerciſe this good 
office vpon ſuch as haue relation to 
them, or they that are any way a 
gaincand profit to them; they can 
peradventure handle zealoutly the 


| faults of infcriours , or it may be the 


inferiour faults of great ones ; but if 
they ſhould iht vpon thac ſmne 
which chictly lives and raignes in 


| chem, then they groweremille and 


| Aacke handed-, andrathcr ſooth vp 


| the ſame with Gleawords and ſu- 


gered ſpeeches, Theſe are likethe 
| fierce Meine, that will barke and 
| bayrtillhis chaine cracke at a ſtran- 
: ger, and if he chance to come with- 
in lus reach, he will fly in the face of 

2 him: 
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P.ov 23.1. 


Act.2S 27. 


Ven,3S, 14, 


A Chriitian 
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him: but ificbe his muſic tac he ce 
lees come, then his barking is tur- 
ned iato tawning, becauſe he know- 
eth his matter vieth to giue him 
cruits and bonesto feed on. Thus 
m3'y will offend for a bit of breaa; 
and tor teare of a checke or incon- 
venience trom him that is re proued. 
Andavee (hall alto inde that couet- 
oulnciic is a greatcauſe of this de- 
{ect,as well as leare, becauſe lome+ 
times it falleth out that men arc 
made rich by the {innes of others, 
and this makes them hike the Fox 
hunting after his prey, which wakes 
with [115 eyes thur; they ſee not, and 
yet {ce, they arc wilful ly blinde, 44. 
win? cloſea their eyes leaſt they 
jl ouldſee; with Thamar,they muff 
theireyes and willnot ſce, andall 
becauſc the finnes of others bring 
advan:age to them ; I would this 
tault were not roo comms amongſt 
the Courts of this Nation, and Ma- 
re/trat's ot elig Land , who like vn- 
mercifull 
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mercitull Chirurgians keepe the 


EC 

'q wound raw , which they might {ca- 
ee {onably heale : and all for ticir own 
* gaine and advantage. Yea I could 
jo wilh that every man in [1s place 
1. would deale ffaithtuily and plainely 
Ma with the faults of others,not ſcaring 
n the perſon or face of any man. I 
_ would men would condemne ric 
mg {1nnes of others as plainely , as the 
-Y Franciſcen Frier C14 Pope SIXTH 
_ the fourth,whocame to be p Ye Ir 
N the ſame order- V\ho lee: Ng _s 
= Frier, (Fewed him a great rreaſt 


of mony,and ſaid vnto him. [Pre 
I cannot lay as Peter did. Silver cr 

id 

g la hae 1 90k. Normorecan YOu 


7M 

oy layſſa: th the Frier) as Peter (aid ro 

de ee man that w as Iicke ofthe pa!tie, 

all | Ariſe aud walke. It wee durit thus EE” 
= bechaue our ſelues', and that to the * 50: 
= greateſt, ſurely wee could not bur 


Nt bring forth {ome reformation trom 
our good endeauours. And tor ou: 
better encouagement!', not to cif- 
ill ] þ4 ſein! 1: 2c 


AChriſtian 


Prov,34.24.25 


1 Argument 
ro Move VS Tio 
reprouc linne 


in ethers, 


{emble with any , but to deale fairh- 
fully with all , let vs conſider the 
words of Solomon. Hee that ſaithto » 
the wicked thou art righteous , him 
ſhall the people curſe nat ions ſhall ab- 
horre him. But to them that rebuke 
him ſhallbe delight , and ag09d blej- 
ſing ſhall come pon them. 


CHAP. 5. 


Arcuments toperſroade ys to re- 
proue the ſinnes of others. 
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Firi# Argument the guilt 
Of SIAne. 


F we reproue not ſinin others, 
we make our ſelnes guilty of the 
ſame fmne , for the negieCting a- 
ny duty which is commanded , dif- 
pleaſeth God as well as the commit- 
ting of {innes proſbited , Curſe yee 
| 7 Meroz, 


» Y 
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119 


Meyoz, ſaith the cAnzell of the Indg.5.23, 


Loyd, curſe yee bitterly the mnhabi- 
rants thereof ; not becauſe they 
tought againſt the chitdren ofthe 
Lord, but becauſe they dia not afiift 
the Lord avamft the mighty, and we 
arc as well liable to the curie of God, 

fornot helping the lord againlit im, 

as they that really tranſerefie the 
law; vice & vertue are contraries 
which haue no medium, &theretore 
in /ubjecto capacithe abſence of the 
one muſt ot necelfity argue the pre- 
ſence of the other,{o the he that hath 


authority to reproue in, is guilty of 


ic,if hettrike itnot vpo the tace with 
a ſcalonable rebuke, and it a man 
neither lye-nor {weare himleltc, yer 


ifhe ſuffer it in others ; the 6s ane is Li /ermai po 


his owne,as in the Common wealth," 
and our lawes, 
well guilticand lyable ro puniſh-/ 


Fe, Taitem / abet, 


; » (plus int £14 pa 
the acceſſary 18 as ef. culps non 
{eritur Brr, 
Amici 


vita ” 


ment as the principall: So in Gods j,, ii; (wa, 


Confiſtory, thenort corrector as well 
as the law-breaker is both guilty of 
I 4 the 
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Leuit, 5, 1, 


Ezech.z3.7.8. 
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the (inne and {ubieR to the ſame re- 
ward. For if « ſonle finne and heare 
the voice of (wearing anais a wit- 
meſſe, whether hee hath ſeene or 
knowne of it, if he did not wviter #ﬀ, 
then he |hall beare his iniquity, and 
theretorc the Loyd admonitheth the 
watchman to blow the tr umpet, ana 
war ne the people from the Lord, 0- 
therwiſe if hee war ned not the wick« 
ed man from his way, the wicked 
484) [hauld aye in his #niquitie; but 
God would require hu bloud at his 
hanaes, Now eucry one in this caſe 
muſt be a watchman ouer his bro- 
ther,to prohibit and rebuke finne in 
him; otherwiſe his brothers bloud 
tha!l be required at his handes. And 
thus it was 10 ancicnt times amongſt 
the Heathens themfclues; for the 
Lacedemonians vied to puniſh him 
that did not reprove the fault of a- 
nother, with the ſame puniſhment 
that was due to the offender him- 


ſclic, and thus wee ſee the finne of 


another 
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another man,by our (ileace may be- 
come our owne: and therefore the 
word mumin Engliſh 1 take to be 
deriued from the Hebrew word 
wv macula, a fault or blemiſh, ſo 
that inthis kind to be mute or 1a 
(as wee ſay) orto hold amans 
tongue, isa {inne and tranſgreſſion 
in the ſight of God; and certainely 
ſhall not goe vnpuniſhed. There- 
fore itany man hauean eyctoſce 
ſine, let him diſcouer it, it he haue 
an hand, let him plucke itvp; other- 
wiſe other mens {innes ſhall bee cn- 
rolled amongſt ours, and fo with 
Ely wee (hall not only breake the 
necke ot the budy, but that of the 
ſoule alſo, and make the curſe of a- 
nother mans ſinnes light heauy vp- 
on our felues, 

Second argument is charity to- 

wards the ſinner. 
Secondly the duty of loue and 


1.5am.4 .19, 


2 Argument 


charity wee owe one to another, , , move vita 


bindes vs to this good office. In the 


old 


reprouc lin, 


Deut.2.1, G6jd law we are commanded not to (ce 
our neighbours oxe, nor his ſheepe to 
goe aftray, and to hide our ſelues; 
bur in any caſe to bring them againe 
vnto our brother, much more then 
are weeto reduce a ſtraying ſoule 
intothe waies of God , and good 
reaſon, for wee are all ofvs fellow 
members of that body whereof 7:- 

ſa Chriſt is the head, now we know 
members of a body are helpetul! 
to one another; if the! foot haue a 
thornein it, the head ſtoopes, & the 
handes helpe to pluck it out againe. 

—P Weare brethren 'as S* Paz/e ſaith, 

we ate Brethren if any one bee owertaken in 
a fault,cc.traternall and brotherly 
aftcion mult be a ſpurre to pricke 
vs on toſhew our loue in this ation 
which indeed isa ſure tryall & ma- 

Prbatl es nifeſtation of the beſt loue, and on 

— wb the contrary it's a curſed friendihip 

Infflixemiciue and afſociation which by a wicked 

gg raciturnitic and conniuence at finne 

{Sad Diahelg, BUCS VÞ the foule of the ſinner into 
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the handesofthe Dzzel/. Therefore 
inthis kindeit is good wee ſhould 
deale asonelouing friend to ano- 
ther , who beholding him dange- 
rouſly and deepely affeted with 
ſome diſeaſe or ſicknefle, hee will 
carefully prouide the Chiraygion or 
Phyſition tor his cure and reſtaura- 
tion to his former health: thus let vs 
firiue to haue as much ſpirituall 
loucas moſt men haue naturallaf- 
tection, that when wee ſee our bro. 
ther cuill affeed with finne, which 
is the {ickneſle of the ſoule,wee may 
by wiſe and feaſonable rebukes 
make vp and heale the ſores and ſpi- <,,u-i 4yic, 
rituall batreries of finne and Satan, 
inthe hearts of ourbrethren, The 
good Samaritan that found the 
maimed man in 'miſeric , that was 
fallen among ft theenes, had compaſit- Luk.10.33.34 
on 0n him and bound vp bis wouna's: 
ſhallnor wee then much more hauc 
compaſiionypon a Brother, when 
wee ſee him lye vnder the hands of 


his 


A Chriflim 


his ſpirituall enimics, and bind vp 
the wounds of his foule, by holy & 
Godly rebukes? Hauing reaſon from 
the law of equitic and corſ.ience 
more to commiſerate the diſcaſes 
of the ſou'c, then of the body. There- 
torc as Solomon laith, withhold not 
corredlion from the child, for sf thoy 
beateſt him with the rod, be ſhall not 
aje;thou ſhalt beat him with) the rod, 
and ſhalt deliver his (oule from hell. 
Thus it wee withhold not a ſcafona- 
ble rebuke when wee ſee our bro- 
ther ſ1ane, we may happily deliuer 
his ſoule from death & yatan,there- 
fore reproofe is called the correctis 
of life, becauſe it tendeth and leads» 
rov. 1531 eth to life, The Eare that heareth the 
wx 74pro? e of life abideth among thc 
oy wic: let vs try theretore, it by this 
TIRBINA Mmcancs wee can conuert a man that 
i. 9 iscrring from the truth,and we ſhatl 
 xrepaoncy 144 afoul from death, and ſhall 
vim, =@Hideamultitude of finacs, I might 


law.s. 19.30, fairely launch forth, and with a pro- 
Þlar.13.15, v 1 ; {') rOUS 
PETOU 


Prov.23.13.14 


Memorandum. crc. 


ſperous gale,ſet vp faile, and away 
into an Ocean ol reaſons, or argu- 
ments tO MOU vs to tis duty : 
etc honour of God, or the cnſnar- 
ing the {inner and the ſtanders by, 
who by our filence, may halte per- 
ſwade themſelues, a ſinne to be no 
ſinne; or elſe fo ſmall as not wort! y 
a reprehenſ1on, orthat wee are fuch 
asthey are, and loue the {inne it wee 


reproue itnot, allo by our reproote See M.Bo/tons 
wee may keepe out the infection & direClienns or 


contagion of finne whereby our 


ſoules may bee poyſoned, bur for fa, 


breuities fake, ;I will leauc them to 
the iudgementand amplification of 
the reader,and him and them to the 
bleſſing of that holy fpirie, who gtu- 
eth grace tothe reprouer and re- 
proued, both how to ſpeake, and 
how to take a wordof reproofe in 
que ſcaſon. 


FIN IS. 


